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Cypher/OTP DEPARTHENTAL No. 1.

FROM GENOA TO FOREIGN OFFICE,

His Majesty's Consul-General.
No,7.). 9.50 a.im. 13th August, 1947.
12th August, 1947. R. 12.05 p.m. 15th August, 1947.

Repeated to Rome (Saving).

553

Your telegram No. 57.

Lloyds senior surveyor has personally inspected
vessel with member of my staff and reports that the
wood between the deck has been removed but that
beams and other steel work appertaining to that
deck are still in place, though the owner assures
us they too will be removed before the vessel
leaves Genoa, delay in doing so being due to
negotiations over price asked for by local firm
for undertaking work. Installation of eight
latrines is not being carried out and what work
is being done does not sug est vessel is being
converted to illegal traffic. Lloyds surveyor
definitely confirms this impression but does not
exclude the possibility of such having been in
mind earlier on. Cabin accommodation maximum
capacity 12 [gp. undec: ?passengers].

2. Owner has produced copy of letter sent
by him on May 28th to Peninsular [sic] Mediterranean
Conference London offering vessel for Mediterranean
interport hire also copies of correspondence with
accepted Marseilles agents on the subject of freights
for Mediterranean Levant ports to show he is in
good faith and that charter or sale of vessel for
illegal Jewish immigration never entered his mind.
Rumours of Aust sailing from Marseilles are
presumably attributable to those negotiations.

3. In spite of my telegrams Nos. 25 and 26
(which were based on information from now somewhat
discredited source), I do not think vessel need be
further held under suspicion and would suggest lifting
arrest. As safeguard vessel will be inspected again
by Lloyds surveyor before she leaves Genoa and fll
details of cargo passengers and destination reported
to you. Gasparnatas and Potamianos are leaving for
London for interview with you.

[Copy sent to Middle East Secretariat].
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FROK FREIGN FFILMTO QENDA.

D. 10.50 a.m. 17th Augst,1947.

15th August,1947.

Repate4 to Rome No. 252 Saving.

Vs5 5

Yeur telegram No. 57 (of 1th Augut:

Jewish illegal i mmgratie].

As owners are coming to L.tnde we intend

to defer decision until after wur nesting

with them,
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
PARIS.

11th August,194-7.

7481
I'

With the Compliments

of His Majesty's Embassy.

Eastern Department,

Foreign Office,

t
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72/628/47 British . abassy,

Parts.

Circular No y4+ to Consular Missions at:-

Bordeaux "Nantes
Lille Nice
Lyon Rouen
Marseilles strasbourg

Toulouse.

Dear Consulate/ConsulatsCeneral,

11th August 1947.

PRESIDENT AIRPILD

Mainly because the situation changed so rapidly from day to day, it
has not been possible until now to keep you generally informed about this
unfortunate affair.

2. Attached is a record of the various stages in this case, which, though
prepared for our own purposes, may be usefull as background for discussions with
the press. Please note, however, that the contents of the paragraphs numbered
as follows should not in any circumstances be disclosed:-

No. 335*- Last three sentences from "We reminded.". "

No. 332
No. 427

3. In general, it may be said that the "rench Government have failed in
their specific undertakings to us in allowing the passengers to embark in a ship
which they had agreed was not entitled to carry passengers and in failing to
prevent the ship from sailing. Moreover, their administrative inefficiency
has been such, e.g. in failing to check up on the visas, that it clearly amounts
to a violation-of the spirit of our previous understandings; and the sympathy
shown to the illegal immigrants by many French authorities has outstandingly
contributed to the blackening; of our name in the F'rench press.

4.. As a result of our strong representations, the French Government
may now appreciate how strongly we feel about what has happened ; but it would
be rash to count on a greater degree of co-operation in the future.

5. Unless further persuasion - to which French official action uay
contribute - is successful in inducing the passengers to disembark, the ships
will sail for a further destination, which will in any case not be Cyprus or
Palestine.

From a publicity point of view it is important to bring out the

following:

Rf E C D . py . (8

(8!

(a) British Government actions have in every case been taken
after close consultation with the French Government, and
specific Prench Government undertakings to assist us have
been broken.

(b) The PRESIDENT vARTEID is a classic case of the inhumanity
of the traffic in Jewish refugees. This is illustrated by
the fact that 4,500 Jews, including women and children, were
sent in the PRISIDENT WARFIiD of a net tonnage of 2,600,
whereas the net tonnage of the three ships in which they were
returned was 13,600. Moreover the President Warfield ...

held no certificate to carry passengers.
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(o) The French authorities took no steps to interfere
with the embarkation nor to check the visas.

(d) At considerable risk of life and great discomfort,
the passengers in the PRESIDAfT VARPILD have
completely failed to attain their objective.

7. The information contained in the attached document should
obviously be used .in such a way that an official British source is not
disclosed, and actual dates of letters should not be quoted.

8. Our policy in dealing with Resolutions sent
on the subject has been as a rule to disregard them.
however, are being dealt- with on their merits.

to the Amba~sador
Individual letters,

Yours ever,
0 " 0
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1. The
"President Warfield"

foil owing
episode.

is an account

2. H.E. wrote on
inviting "the French Government
ive st eps without delay to prev
illegal immigrants from French
Ii.M.G. "confidently expect the
French Government in the spirit
The letter also requested that
should start immediately.

21st March to M. Bidault
t o take urgent and effect-

tent further departures of
ports". He added that
full cooperation of the
of the newly-'signed alliance" .

Anglo-French conversations

3. By Note of the 17th April to the Ministry
of Foreign Affa irs, we placed on record information given
verbally by Mr. Ashley Clarke to the effect that the
"President Warfield" vws at Marseilles, and was destined
for this traffic.

No.156 4..
which arrived
nominally for

Marseilles
at MLraelles
Alexandria on

24th April

reported to us
on April 15th,
April 21st.

she arrived at

that
left

this vessel,
in bellast

La Spezia.a

5. M. Teitgen replied on 24th April to H.E'ec
letter of the 21st March stating that the International
Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea of 31st May,1929
end the French law of the 15th June 1933 on the same subject
had always been applied in French ports. This control would
now be tightened, in particular as regards the "President'
Warfiold" (which M. Teitgen thought was still at Marseilles).
Further, the French Government was instructing all prefects
not to issue any French exit visas on collective passports
without prior verification by the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and the Embassies and Legations concerned of the
validity of the visas of ultimate destination possessed by
the would-be emigrants.

6, Rome telegram No.1082 of 12th May reports
that the Italians produced photographs of the chip, which
showed -clearly that she was a river or lake vessel entirely
unsuited for navigation on the open sea. The ship had
arrived with a certificate of sea-worthiness issued by the
bureau Veritos at Now York (confirmed by Veritae at

Ma e] e)w io 4 e arioted hert ryya enge es n

could thus be refused clearance for the open sea and re-

qurired to return coastwiae to her last port of call,i.e.
Marseilles.

1100.2W

No. 5st

o. 2?16

7.
Venere for 150

The "Preside nt
tons of fuel oil

VTarfield" applied
on 26th May.

On 23rd Ma:; she was given only

at Porto

8 tons of
fuel oil,

8 H ..M. Embassy wrote

Bouquet placing on record the main
Frognoh discussions of the 12th May.

on the
points

29th May to M.
of the Anglo-

(a) the
24th April

measures promised in M. Teitgen'8s letter of
were recalled;

(b) measures would be taken to
destine immigrants through French

prevent
zone of

passage
Germany.
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We.514

We.322

Wo'35

Io.332

!No359A

9. By Note of 14th June we informed Minister
of Foreign Affairs that the "President arfi.el2" had
now left the port of Spezia (it actually left on the
12th June). We pointed out that owing to the co-
operation of the Italian authorities this vessel
had been held up at Spezia for some weeks (since 26th
April) and had been limited by the Italian authorities
to coastwise movement on account of the nature of her
certificate of sea-worthiness. We informed the Ministry
that H.M.G. attached the very highest importance to
stopping this ship, which had the largest capacity of any
vessel at present engaged in the illegal immigration
traffic to Palestine, and e urged that the French
Government use their utmost endeavours to take effective
action to hold her and to obstruct her further movement t

lo
Ministry
Port de

By semi-official le
that the "President W

Bouc on the 14th June.

tter we
arfield"

informed
arrived

the
at

11. On l6tn June we were able to telegraph to
the F.O. a verbal statement by the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs that the French Merchant Marine authorities had
takenmmtediate steps to hold the vessel at Port do
Bona, that they had already indications that arrangements
on board for safety of life at sea were unsatisfactory
and that they had also noted that her certificate of
sea-worthiness was valid only for coastwise traffic.

12, By semi-official letter of the 18th June we
informed the Ministry of a report from H.M.C.G,
Merseillos, to the effect that the Prefecture at
Marseilles informed H.M.C.G. on the 18th June.that the
local Inscription Maritime had been instructed to
prevent the departure of the "President arfield" if
possible. The Prefecture had instructed the Commissariat
to watch out for any possible embarkation, We expressed
our concern on hearing that the vessel had moved on the
16th June to Caronte for bunkers, and added that needless
to say we hoped most strongly that no bunkers would be
granted to her. The Ministry had undertaken immediately
to take steps to ensure that all ports in the South
of France, and in particular SSte, were informed that
she might move from Caronte at any moment, and should
be instructed to hold her and prevent any embarkation.
We reminded the Ministry of the co-operation which we
had received from the Italian authorities who, after
delaying the vessel for a considerable time had her
shadowed when she left Porto Venere by an Italian war-
ship unti6 a British warship was able to take over.

We naturally hoped that we should be able to count on
the French Navy for similar co-operation if the vessel
should succeed in sailing. (The Ministry took up this
request for an escort from the French Navy with
M. Bida alt, but nothing came of it.

15. By semi-official letter of the 19th June
we informed the Ministry that H.M. Destroyer
?33rissenden" was due off Marseilles on the 20th June

to take over from the French escort, which we trusted

the French Government would have been able to arrange
pending the arrival of the "Brissenden".

14. M. Bousquet wrote to Mr. Ashley Clarke on the
26th June giving his agreement to a translation of
Mr. Ashley Clarke's letter of the 29th May which was

slightly/
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1o.366

N.369

!O. 380

No.597

No.403

No.144

3.
slightly different from the original (see document 398).

15. By Note of the 28th June to the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs we expressed concern of His Ma jesty's
Government on learning that "President Warfield" had
received 315 tons of oil bunkers from the French firm
"Compagnie Frangaise de Raffinage la Mede" and that the
vessel's Veritas certificate had been amended as follows
"permission granted to proceed to Black Sea without
freight or passengers and in fine weather", We pointed
out that this appeared highly suspicious and asked that the
French Government take steps to prevent the vessel from
leaving at any rate until it had been possible to ascer-
tain the true facts concerning her destination and voyage.

16. On 27th June, Mr. Bevin wrote to M. Bidault
reminding him that he had raised with him during their stay
in Moscow the question of Jewish illegal immigration and

referring to the subsequent Anglo-French discussions. He
referred in particular to the "President Warfield" which
had an estimated capacity of 2,000. He said that the
arrival of this number of illegal immigrants in Palestine
would gravely endanger the peace of that country and of the

Middle East. He asked that M. Bidault give his most
sympathetic consideration tb the representations which he
had received from this Embassy with regard to the control
of this vessel.

17. On the 5th July we wrote a semi-official letter
to the Ministry referring to Mr. Bevin's letter and
pointing out that when the clause "in fine weather" is
included in certificates of sea-vworthiness issued in the
United Kingdom, a harbour master has the power to forbid
sailing if he thinks that the weather is insufficiently
fine. We pointed out that this gave the French author-
ities unlimited possibilities of preventing the ship from
sailing even in ballast on the pretext of unfavourable
weather forecaes.

18. By Note of the 10th July we informed the
Ministry of our informationto the effect that on the 9th
July at 16.00 hours the "President Warfield" left Port
de Bouc for Sbte where she began embarking several
thousand passengers. H.M.C.G. Marseilles had protested
to the Prifet of the department of Herault and to the
local Inscription Maritime asking that the vessel should
be prevented from leaving. We asked that the vessel should
be held and that such passengers as might habe been
embarked should at once be removed.

19. Our telegram No.67 to Marseilles reports that

on the 10th July we immediately protested most strongly
to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs who informed us that

as a result of instructions to local authorities the
vessel was held and the passengers would be forced to dis-

embark. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs informed us that

they and the Ministry of Transport had in mind that since

the vessel's clearance certificate was limited to fine
weather with no passengers she could not legally embark
passengers.

20. During the night of the 10th and the 11th
although the Inscription Maritime of Sbte on instructions
from the Inscription Maritime of Marseilles had placed

guards on the quay to prevent the vessel from ca ihiJ."

she cut he ropes and sailed.
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(we have had
were allowed to boerd
not immediately made

no explanation
the vessel at

to disembark).

aS
all

to why passengers
nor whiy they were

No407

IT o408

Iyo.409

21. On the 12th July Mr. Beif agnw 
rted to MBidault

expressing his dismay at this news. He referred to the

alliance be~tween1 our two countries and the feat that the

ai ro m as uI at the United Ntions.

asked what would be theft ngs of the French Goernmlnt

if His Majesty' s Government should fa~i ,itat a the arri.val in

somQterritory for which the French Government erete
P ona abl6 of a number of elements calculated to distur~bpec the

(In this connection' it is interesting to note that

F olest inl reported % see d ocumnent 264 - that on the 22nd May

a total of 242 terrorists were known to have entered ircum

as illegal immigrants). Mr. Bevin said that in the fcircut-

sta ces 1 t protest mot strongly against the facilitieS

which have been granted to the "Presidenlt tarfieOld" and I

request that the French Government should readmit her to

France with all the passengers on board as soon as errage it

ment co bemade to cause the "President Warfield"t to return.

22. On 12th July Mr. oevin informed M. idault verbally

that we intended to make an example of this ship by obliging

her to return to a French port with all here iasfl s back
he ounted on the French to cooperate by lceivinger bah .

and disembarking the passengers. M. Bidalt agreed to this.

On the s arse
less forth omang, but

departure of the Vess

da~y Mr. neV .in
undertook to

el.

makeM .Ramadier into the

To,427

No.458

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs informed 
us on 16th

July that M. Baut had decided no t ly before the
contained in M. Bevin's letter of 12th July,e e

Council of Ministers, but to take them up with the Prime

Minister, The Mnsr had now made it clear that M.BidaUlt s
Minstr, heMinistryhanoe sa decision by the French

undertakinlg could not be regarded as a decisionhb hePec

Government unless and until M. Ramadier confirmed it.

23.ntro said on 21st July that the passengers
23wre in posse sfl of individual passports bearing valid

Colombiansvisas issued by the Consul-Genl, Marseilles,

N1o.461
that as
bearing
ask His
onward

On 21st July M. Bouquet informed H.I Minister

the immuirant s had left with individual passports

valid Colombianvisasthe French Government would

vaidtyolombvenmenvi oaarng for the immediate
jMurney o Gole after ar0urlling at Villefranche.

Nro,465 We learnt eventually on 22nd July from Cololbi8

counsellor that the JewiSh org isationSe (rganisatio

de aecours Aux infants , which was responsible for em-

barkation on the "President nvarfieldt asked the prafet of

the Rhine for individual travel documents for whol party

and presented document purporting to 
come from Colombian

Consulate at MarseilleS, stating that Misry of the
would be granted. Pr6fot referred to Ministryfeth

Interior, who authorised issue of travel documents.

Colombian Consulate neither gave t (Onlyp52 have been
03E to Prefet nor dan y .sa Consequently document

granted by him since 1sbaan Govenment had no
and visas were forged. Colombian Government mention/

by

, p

I
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intention of admitting

Embassy hod Officially
make an investigation.

these Jews to
requested the

Coq.ombita. Coloombian
French Government to

.490 24. On 24th July after personal intervention of H.E,
Oounoil o®f Ministers decided that the three British trana-
portS would be admitted to a French port, though no
meaoures would be taken to oblige the passengers to land,
though preparations would be made to feed and core for
them if they do land.

25.
mind:-

Th4e0 toUlowing publicity be born in

(e) Reference to the U.N.o. resolution requesting ell
governments and peoples to refrain pending action by the
Oeneral Assembly on the report of the Special Qouittee
on Palestine, from the threat or use of force or any
other stion which might create an atmosphere pre.Qdioial
to an early settlement of the question of Palestine (Mr.
Bevin's ledter of the 27th June to M. Bidauit).

(b) Inhumanity of shipping 4500 souls including women
and children in a lake or river vessel with a certificate
valid only for a journey in fine weather and with no
passengers; inhumanity, which is illustrated by the fact
that even under over.-crowded conditions of troop tr'ari-
ports in war time a ship like the "President Werfield"
would only have carried 700 men at the most. Again the
"Queen Elizabeth" carries only half the number of
passengers which the "President Warfield" carried, and
tbe with emp life.-aving equipment. Further to bring
these pasengers baok to ?rnce we have prrovd eA the

ghip, et ofhib is laoge than the "Prd
Wrfield" .

G.A. CROSSLEY

5th Au ut _1947

op
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15 1947
DE PARENTAL NO. 2.

FROM WASHINGTON TO FOREIGN OFFICE.

Mr. Balfour
No. 4471

D. 9.19 p.m. 14th August 1947.
R. 5.50 a.m. 15th August 1947.

14th August 1947.

Repeated. to Jerusalem.

Y Y

Ii ORTANT.

SECRET.

Palestine.

It has been suggested here that consideration is
being given in London to the possibility of returning
illegal immigrants from the President Warfiold to the
British zone of Germany.

2. I do not knew whether there is any foundation
whatever for this suggestion. But I feel bound to
point out that the forcible return of these people to
the country which was so recently the scene of the worst
anti-semitic atrocities would almost certainly cause a
wave of American indignation, spreading considerably
beyond the normal circle of Zionist agitators.

5. Whilst reluctant to add further difficulties to a
complex problem I think it right to enter a caveat
against possible action which might have unfavourable
repercussions at a delicate stage of Anglo-American
relations.
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Secret.

Draft.
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Jerus
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Cypher.

Distribution:-

Copies to.:

I I

F. 0.,

ter 2JJ. M.

E
SECRET~

Your telegram No. 4471 ad my telegram

No to Berlin.

Palestine

.rorm the moment at which the ref oulement

of .;he President Warfield's passengers was first
.. Mtbuf

considered, I have Me

probable reptrcussions o our policy in the

United States. This was of course taken into

account when we reached the decision conveyed

in my telegram under reference to Berlin, but

that decision has;

light of your tele

2. The fact is t

but to send theseI

again been examined in the ±±g

gram No. 4471.

hat we have no alternative

people to the British Zone.
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mitigate the effect of this decision upon

public/

If we were to take them to Cyprus now, we should

have suffered a major defeat in our t

against the traffic in illegal

immigrants $he consequences of which might

be iptolerable for the Palestine Government.

We cannot leave them indefinitely on the

transports at Port dd Bouc. The only territory

under British jurisdiction in which accommodatio

is now available and to which it is politically

possible to send them is the British Zone of

Germany.

3. Everything possible will be done to-
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public opinion in the United States and

elsewhere. In particular, we shall do

our best to retain the initiative on the

publicity front, by keeping our decision

secret until we are ready to announce it

in our own terms. The text of the

communique which we propose to issue 48

hours before the convoy leaves Port de Bouc

will be telegraphed to you, if possible

in time for you to comment ol ee

terms.

5MX- As you will see from my telegram under

reference to Berlin there is still a chance

that the Jewish Agency, who will be approach

simultaneously with the release of the

communique, may agree to co-operate in

pursuading the passengers to land at Port

de Bouc. jven I they Xtti sail to

hamburg there is further possibility that-

the French Government may agree to receive

them across the land frontier from the Briti

Zone, which would thus not be their final

destination.
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Secret.

Cypher/0TP. DEP.ARTMENTAL NO.2.

FROM FORIN OFFICE TO WASH INGTONY,

D. 9.25 p.m. 16th August, 1947.
16th August, 1947.
Repeated to Jerusalem.

TWDIATE, , - -w - -

3EC13BT.

Your telegram No.4471 and my telegram No.28b to
Berlin.

Palestine.

From the moment at which the refoulement of the
President Warfield s passengers was first considered,
I have had fully and constantly in mind the probable
repercussions of our policy in the United States. This
was of course taken into account when we reached the
decision conveyed in my telegram under refereace to
Berlin, but that decision has an been examined in
the light of your telegram No. 1.

2. The fact is that we have no alternative but to
send these people to the British Zone. If we were to
take them to Cyprus now, we should have suffered a
ma or defeat in our campaign against the traffic in
illegal immirants, the cosequences of which might be
intolerable for the Palestine Government. We cenot
leave them indefinitely on the transports at Port do

Bouc. The only territory under British jurisitiontins
which aocoiimodat ion is now a. i able and-to whichits
politically possible to send them is the British Zone of
Germany.

3. Everything essible will be done to mitigate the
effect of this decision upon public opinion in the
United States and elsewhere. In particular, we shall do
our best to retain the initiative on the publicity front,
by keeping our decision secret until we are ready to
announce it in our own terms. The text of the ommuniquE,
which we propose to issue 48 hours before the convey
leaves Port le Bouc will be telegram d to you, if
possible in time for you to comment on its terms.

4. One argument which will be used in the omunique,
and which you will no doubt wish to enhasise in your

yuprtig ulicity is that these illegal iaairants
spportingub itys thathkstane aif they
have been offered hospitality in France ahe y
go to Hamburg they will do so by their own choice.

/5.
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5. As you will see frym telegram under
reference to Berlin, there is still a chance that
the Jewish Agency who will be approached
simultaneously with the release of the couniqu
may agree to ce eperttd in purduading the passengers
to land at Port 1. Beuc. Even if they sail to Hamburg
there is the further pos ibilitythat the French
Government may agree to receive them across the
land frontier from the British Zone, which 'would
thus not be their final destination.
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It may be o interest to you to know that a lc al
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he United States Ambaasador telephoned this morning
to !ay that he had raetved a telqgarm from the State
bepatmnt about the oval of the Jewish refgees them
Port a hnue to mermany. The telgvam intieteL that
oar action was easing great disturbane in the United
States and that protests were pilinug p in the State
Deptmet. The United States Governuent were afraid
that the British position in the United Statee might be
seriously prejudiced.

eondly Mr. Do iglas said that General Clay, who
is in London, thought that our action was not etriotly

in aeordane with the Bi-sonal Agreement. To this I
demurred.

I told Mr. Douglas that, as the ships had sailed
from Franee, I did not see what possibility there could
be of alternlativo action. however, I would e thinlyy
have the situation examined in the light of his
representations.

23rd AuIgust, 1 i47.

a,,Q v Do h a

/or> sk16



I propose to tell the United States Ambassador

that we had a message from the State Department

yesterday on this question and give him the gist of

the reply in Washington telegram fNo. 8575.

I will add that we have today asked the French

officially to take the Jews into Prance from the

British Zone on their arrival there and that this

approach will be made public in the papers tomorrow.

(Roger Makins)

23rd August, 1947.
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
PARIS.

11th August, 1947.

With the Compliments

of His Majesty's Embassy.

E
'6

Eastern Department,
Foreign Office,

%7499
it . 1147

S..'.
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xtraita d'un rapport des autorit6s britanniques en Palestine Su

su et des inrrmatins obtenugs d eepassagers du "FPRSIDNT fl

1. Los passagers 6taient d'une fagon generale originaires do
1'Europe du Nord et do l'Est.

2. Certain passagers avaient 46h 6t en Palestine.

3. L'Age moyen des passagers 6tait do 25 ens environs. BesuOoup
d' entre eux etaient instruits et appartenaient b Is petite classes
moyenne. Il y aveit 6galement un certain nombre d'artisans. Il Y
avait une partioulibrement haute proportion d'enfants dont beaucoup
Oteient sans famille et dont lee parents devaient "les rejoindre
plus tard".

4. Les bagages donnaient ls preuve d'une organisation detaille
derribre l'immigration. Ohaque adults transportait un vrai sac do
voyage sutour duguel etaient uniformmrnent att aohes deux ou trois
couvertures de 1 arm6e smerioaine. Le sac de voyage contenait un
ou plusieurs costumes, des chaussures et autres n6cessaires, 10
tout presque neuf et do bonne quality. L %fquipement donnait
l'impression d'avoir M distribu4 plutbt qu assembly au hasard.

5. Il y avait trois routes prinoipalee 8uivies par les passagers

jusqu'au zones d'attente autour de Marseille.

(a) par trains sp6oiaux a travers l'Europe depuis l'Est.

(b) par convoys routiers pour les voyages plus courts par-
ticulibrement depuis l'Europe du Nord et du Nord Ouest.

(c) Par voyages on train individuels depuis les divers centres
de transit tels ue le Quartier General Sioniste de l'Avenue de
ia Grande Arm6e (Etoile) b Paris. Dens ce eas le centre de transit
fournisseit aux juife les billets de chemin de fer et leur donnait
l'adresse d'un centre auquel ils devaient se rendre b leur arrive
b Varseille.

Dana le cas d'envoi d'importants grouped de juifs partant
ensemble de camps de personnel deplaocee en se dispense des
formalites de billets et le voyage eat organise6 d'une fagon plus
militaire avee des billets collectifs: une contremarque a 6t6
twuve pour confirmer cc.

6. Quelque5 una des groups do voyageurs, dont chacun etait
oompose do 250 personnel environ, 6taient escorts ab travers is
France par train. (Un train entier au moins changes do train b
Toulouse qui etait aussie un lieu do ralliement pour un certain
nombre de Lithuaniens ot b son arrivee t ou prbs de Marseille fat
transbord6 directement dens des camions).

7. Un certain nombre de frangais, y inclus plusieurs gendarmes
partioulibrement "polis oet complaisants" assistbrent b l'embarque-
ment our lo "President Warfield". Cool prit environ 4 ou 5 heures
et le Maire israelite do Sbte on fit temoin. Celui-oi fut
d'ailleurs connu pour avoir pris une large part dans l'organiation
et 1a realisation do l'operation.

8. Environ 10 minutes avant l'entree dens la zone d'emigration du
port de Sbte chaque Juif reput un "Etat-Civil" forgo et une carte
d'identit4 sur lesquels lee photographies et lee descriptions
n'availent aucune ressemblance avec celui qui led portrait. Oes
documents furent distribues par paquets de 50 sans discrimination
et furent ensuite ramass6es par les chefs de groupes. Coi semble
avoir 6te fait pour quo la Gendarmerie b l'entr6e du port puisse au
moms sauver les ap ar . Un Juif dit: "Je n'avais mOMe pas
eu le t sae regarderla mienne, aussie vous pouves pender
oombien j'ai $t heureux qu'ils n'aient pas demand mon nom".

9./
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received an am
Jewish source,
your informati

T 
' 

iar' 

A 

n

diEC

eferec ton desatch No.22 of Oth

ave the hnour to eport that I have
DrrrllS airing l e t te rpres lablY f 7 rr oma

co1y of which is encloSed.herewithfor
on.

his letter came throu7;h Amf1eri ArCt

2075,7. franked with an American stamp. Tthereforeshowed

the original for inspection to the AeriCafl Securit

authorities, who have retoained itlas tb elY State it was

written on an American tyewriter, ant taththey wo ld

institute investigYatoios as to its origin, which

think may be the Jewish D.P. Camp at Zeilsheim.

A~."

- ~\~.j?)[

* T have also
to Brigadier Patrick,
C. C..G. , Frankfurt.

han ded a copy of the Warning Letter

Bri tish Ad.ministrative Oommandalt,

A cop'y
forw!ardedC to Mr.

of this despatch
Steel, Political

arid enclosure has been
Division, Berlin.

I have the .honour to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient. humble Servant ,

H. . Consul General.

h.:.Principal Secretary
Foreign Office,

of State for Foreign Affairs,

*
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Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENTAL NO. 1. 3

FROM PARIS TO FOREIGN OFFICE.

Mr. Duff Cooper D. 10.00 a.m. 16th August 1947.
No. 815 R. 10.50 a. m. 16th August 1947.

16th August 1947. -

v v v E72
IMPORTANT. "

CONFIDENTIAL. . IA )

Illegal Jewish immigration.

Information Officer iarseilles has suggested
that a French journalist should be allowed to
travel in one of the transports when they leave
Port-De-Bouc. Officer Commanding Troops is

agreeable. Ashcroft has in mind a Marseilles
journalist named Audiberg who is well known to us
and who since the beginning has rendered great
service by his objective reporting.

2. We approve this proposal since we can arrange

for this journalist's stories to be widely published
in France but we would like to send also a British
journalist, perhaps a Reuter correspondent, as well
to write stories for the British and world press
since interest will undoubtedly revive if ships
sail from Port-De-Bouc to another destination.

3. Could we have your views as soon as possible
so that we can make the nece ssary arrangements?

[Copy sent to Middle East Secretariat].

AUG

I'm'mr
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E 7526/48/51

Confidential

Cypher/TP DEPART LTiENAL N.1

FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO PARIS

No.1862 D. 3.40 p.m. 19th August,

19th August,

T :E3DIATE

CONF IDENT TIAL

Your telegram No.813 [of
Jewish illegal immigration].

16th August:

We agree to your proposal; provided that

journalists concerned are not informed about

departure of ships before-release of official
comiuniqu4.

Middle East Secretariat].

1 947

1947
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Easteli n- Department,
Foreign Office,

V ith the compliments of the Chancery,
ROME.

R ome .

9th 1947.
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369/16/47 August 9th 1947.

Thank youI
of August 5th about
through the British
now have received my
7th August referring
this subject.)

for your further letter
the alleged transit of Jews
Zone of Austria. (You will
letter No. 369/15/47 of the
to your previous letter on

2. I rather think that you have been
misinformed about the responsibility of the
British Troops in Austria for the crossing into
Italy of the parties of Jews mentioned in your
letter.

3..The British zone ends at Picco dei Tre
Signori. The Gerlos pass leads up to the frontier
at some distance to the west of this point and from
your description of the route - HALLEIN-SAALFELDEN-
MITTERSILL Valley - GERLOS - it would appear that
the refugees did not leave the American zone until
they entered Italy at or somewhere near Passo dei
Tauri.

4. This is the route about which we have been
hearing so much recently, and we are disturbed to
find that it is being used so continuously. No doubt
you will take the matter up with the United States
authorities.

J.G. Ward.

Count Vittorio Zoppi,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Palazzo Chigi.
ROME.

i..
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TRANSLATION.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

24852/378

ROME, 5th August 1947.

Dear Ward,

The competent authorities have 
received

information from Austria that about 800 Jews will

leave Hallemin in American lorries on 22nd and 23rd

of this month with the intention of entering Italy

illegally.

The route which will be taken 
is as follows:

Saalfelden-Ittersl, Gerlos Pass and Val Pusteria.

They will proceed on foot in groups of ten

for the final stage of the journey.

Further departures will take 
place on 26th

August and yet more are anticipated very soon after

this date.

I wish to draw your attention 
to this

intensification of Jewish illegal entry into Italy,

which appears to be facilitated by various authorities

in Germany and Austria and which is taking place in

that particular zone of the Italo-Austrian frontier

which is under the immediate 
supervision of the

British Occupation Forces 
in Austria.

Believe me,

Yours very sincerely,

(Signed) V. ZOPPI.

Signor J.G. Ward,

Counsellor of the British Embassy,
ROME.

l t2



COPY. The British Embassy,
ROME. 4I1

7th August 1947.

369/15/47

CONFIDENTIAL.

Dear Zoppi,

were
from

In your letter DGAP/Uff.l of the 18th July you
good enough to give me some further information
Italian official sources about the illegal

of Jews from Austria into
pass this information on
Authorities in Austria.

us that enquiries made o
o substantiate the report
of Jews were attempting t
British Zone of Austria.
control services have no

in the East Tyrol and the
andido, with whom the Bri
touch, deny any knowledg

passage
fail to
British
informed
failed t
parties
from the
frontier
of Jews
at SanC
constant

attempted. crossings by Jews from

The British Authorities
interested to know from what
crossings from the British Z
their information shows that
are situated on the boundari
other co-terminous zones.
crossing points is believed
leading into the Valle Aurin

Italy. . I did not
to London and to the

The latter have now
n the ground have
in your letter that

o cross into Italy
The British-Austrian

evidence of movements
Italian authorities

tish Authorities are in
e of crossings or i

the British Zone.

in Austria would be
source the report of

one was obtained. All
the actual crossing points

es between Italy and the
The most important of the
to be the Krimmel Pass

J.G. Ward,

Count V. Zoppi,
Ministry of Foreign
Palazzo Chigi,
ROME.

Affairs,
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TRANSLATION OF LETTER FROM
18TH

MINISTER ZOPPI TO MR WARD
JULY 1947.

Dear Ward,

With reference to the continual influx of clandestine

Jews across our northern frontier, I pass you the following

item of information, recently supplied by our competent

authorities:-

Groups organised
attempts to cross the
and SAN CANDIDO, and

L by the Jews arsemaking almost daily
frontier in the zone between,.FORTEZZA

more precisely at the following points:-

PASSO STALLE (ATERSELVA)
VALLE CAS IER{PREDO I)
IvONT'ELMO E SAN SILVE2STRO (SAN CANDIDO)

Crossings are generally undertaken by groups of

thirty, some of which are armed.

Six
egedly

Jews,

thousand refugees from Jugoslavian
in the British occupation zone.
on the other hand, come from the

A certain
engaged in the
wears American

about

territory are
The majority

Russian zone.

now
of

SCHOKY, residing in Mevano, is allegedly
movement of these Jews. SCHOKY occasionally
uniform. He is being watched.

From the interrogation of
who have clandestinely crossed
facts are elicited:-

a certain number of
the frontier lately,

the Jews
the following

"For some months Jews resident in areas occupied by the

Russian Army (Germany, Austria, Hungary and Rumania), or in

zones under the direct influence of the Soviet Army (Jugoslavia,

Poland, Czechoslovakia), have been trying to reach the American

occupation zone in order to put themselves under the care of

organisations set up in America for the protection of Jewish

refugees.

The motive for this migration
property is generally confiscated
owners sent to labour camps. In
and because they fear new pogroms,
favour migration towards territory
in Austria and in Germany.

L is the fact that Jewish
or nationalised, and its
view of this state of affairs,

the Jewish communities
occupied by American forces

Through various assistential (?) organisations, the

emigrants are supplied with money, clothes and food, and are

escorted by personnel in American uniform, bearing group

movement orders to the assembly camps. A few of them journey

along and unescorted, making use of military transport and

bribing frontier authorities. In certain cases transport is

effected in U.N.R.R.A. trains which are used more particularly

to carry women and children.

In Austria the
Hospital in VIENNA,
following camps:-

arrival point from the
from where individuals

east is the
are drafted

Rothschild
to the

/BAD GASTEIN
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BAD GASTEIN - SALZBURG - SAALFELDEN - HALLEIN
(just set

HALL IN TIROL (for refugees from Jugoslavia)

Jewish refugees in the American zone enjoy complete

liberty of movement in the area; they are under th

protection of UNRRA. and are issued with "Stateless"

identity documents.

Enrolment has recently begun for Jews who intend

to travel to stria or to the Argentine, on condition

that they undertake to spend at least six .months in the

voluntary labour cause in order to secure the citizenship

of the state to which they emigrate.

Identical arrangements are expected for other South

American states.

The remainder of the refugees are awaiting their turn

for entry to Palestine.

Because of the long waiting period, which proves

unbearable, particularly to the younger refugees who are

anxious to start life anew, a great number of them attempt

to cross into Italy clandestinely. Having once got into

Italy, they make for the ports of embarkation, or else

try to merge themselves with the Italian population pending

their definite disposal.

The crossings are facilitated by three factors:-

(a) Complete liberty
which departures

within the camps,
pass unnoticed.

because of

(b) The official blessing of the

considers every passing Jew
strain on the Austrian food

Austrian police,
as a reduction of
situation.

(c) The fact that no punishment is meted

authorities to refugees returned toI

the frontier authorities.

Cro
already

ssings are due
reached Italy

to the summons of

in UNRTRA. trains."

lIy kind regards,

out
the

which
the

by camp
camps by

relatives who have

tc......
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political Division,

Control -Commission for Germany,
tish Element),75B0RLI3N,B..0. .

POL89/163/47 .12th August, 1947.

10FIDElTIAL -L A

Dear Eastern Department,

Please :eer to your letter of 28th July (E 5979/48/31).

Our authorities in the Zone have been aware for some time

of attempts by Jewish refugees to emi rate illegally to Sweden

and other Baltic countries. In particular they were concerned

at the establishment of a "Jewish Fishing School" at Hamburg

and a "Jewish >aritime Training School" at Neustadt, both of

which were suspected as channels for illegal emigration. In

this connection you may have seen General iishop's secret

letter Z'00/PQ/164/Ol3O4/Sec G of 26th July to S3i r Gilmour

Jenkins. T.h- Fishing School was closed down in "ovember 1946

and deep sea activities fonerly conducted at the Training

School are now no longer permitted.

We are advised that, as a result of these and similar

restrictive ma sures, the possibility of .illegal emigration

to Baltic countries has undoubtedly been lessened although it

cannot be entirely discounted. .:The authorities consider that

any lar: e scale mov ment of illegal J wish migrant s is in any

case unlikely since their: is no large concentration of would-be

emigrant s in the northern part of our Zone and illegal movement

by the southern routes has always proved in the past to be

m uch more popular.

Thile the possibility of some attempted emigration on

the lines feared by the vwedish Government cannot be ruled

out, ie are inclined to think that the natural inclination

Eastern Deoartmrent
P01, N OF'IQJI' ,
LOI 0N, 3.W". 1.
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grani s themselves to move southward and the
tch the .:Jritish authorities are maintaining
ea will both militate against such a development 0

Yours ever;
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Code R
FRDM XARSmLET Tm FOREIGN

3WIAC418 L NGo.2

OFFICE 3.8 A US1941

His Majesty's

Ith agust,

Repeated to

Consul-General

D 501 7. R. s. 1
55 p.m. 16th August,
50 p.m. 16th August,

1917.
197.

Paris.

11111

aATRICTD

Illegal Jewish

My telegram

immigration.

No. UO.

Two diseubarkations today, otherwise nothing to
report.
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Code/R DEPARTMNTAL

FROM MARSEILLES TO FOREIGN OFFICE

His Majesty's Consul-General
No, 140 D. 7.20
15th August, 1947 R. 9.30

Repeated

p.m.
p.m.

15th
15th

August,
August,

to Paris

ddddddd

IMMDIATE

RESTRICTED

Illegal Jewish Immigration.

My telegram No.

One. sick woman disembarked today otherwise

developments.

0

NO. 2

1
1
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947
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[This telegram is of partioular se.reeg grAU*ld be

retained by the athorised recipient ar&net passed on.

Cypher/0TP CABIN ET DISTRIBUTION

FROMt BRUSSELS

Mr. Harrison.
No.522

15th Aigiist,

D. 5.55

1947 R. 5.30

FOREIGN

p.m.

p. n.

OFICE

15th August,

15th August,

Repeated to Jerusalem
0000000D

My telegram No.515.

Weekly report.

NIo change.

Please repeat
No.15.

to Jerusale as my telegram

[Copies sent to
Colonial Office for

Telegraph Section,
retransmission].
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lair
DA~0 1N

FROM CAIRO TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Mr.
No.

Bowker
103 Saying

13th August,
R. 3.4)0 16th August,

ddddddd

Following from
Alexandria telegram
19.7.

His
No.

Majesty' S

9 Secret,
Consul-General
dated 11th August,

Addressed Cairo
s.o.(I) Fort Said.

reference despatch No. 33, repeated

Reference
which arrived

suspect
9th August.

weekly shipping report

"Phoenix" arrived Alexandria
10th August for Tripoli (Syria).

,. :Xr

7th August and sailed

,'aa.
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D~P~T N0 s

ypher/OTP

D. 7.20 p.m.
H. 9.25 p.m.

1947
Foreign Office No. 9

August
August

- f

report-

.

Please add the following to weeklysuspected shipping dated August 15th:

Albertina left Marseilles
50 tons cargo August 7th.

for Casablanca with

9P) I I JmL " k-
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Cyhr/0 DRARITENAL N.1

M r. Duff Cooper

Ogst D.1.55 pm. August 18th, 1947.
August 18th, 1947. R.2.55pm. August 18th, 1947.

Repe ated to Berli
Lubbeck
Marseile s

Washington
C0-in-0.Mediterrane an

JJJ

(F 0. please pass to Berlin Lubbecke, Jerusalem,
Wash o asqtelegrams Nos. 121.1. 52 and 7
respectively and to Commnderin-Chief Mediterranean.)

Your telegram No. 2585 to Berlinr

Jewish illegal Imigration t Pale stine.

You will realise that a announcement of decision to
send imirants back to G will roduce_.dolnt hostile
outburst in the press. I should be g ad therefois of all
details s to the actual arrangements which will be made for
their reeption in Germany for use with. the ess For

xaple I presume they will be kept together in cap but
wt degree of freedom will theyo hve More details that can

be givn even on such pit s the provsio nin of the ships
en route tHaburg wil be useful i circumscribng
speculation.

2.l have considered whether there would be advantage
in making a final appeal to the French Govemrmnt to asitin
forible disembarkation inPort deoBoucor some ot her French

Mediterranean pert)with a carefl deft tieon fthe 
t 

extentc-peaio oudbenc

convinced however that the French Government would not
epondt such an appeal Ina really helpful aner and I

doubt whether their refusal 'Auld 'give us the advantage o
placingon then a share of the odium for returning theme
immgrants to Hmburg.

5. It would neverheles be desirable that when we are
on the point. o making our nnucemnt I should be authorised
to inform the Freneh Government of what is intended and ask
thatwhenIthe Cnl era es n boartoaethe

iaintoteIt heolbeoe (reeat em Fencheffcial whose business it wouldbet
emhais eoemre that the mirsilbe welcome todisembark n France a frielmen

[Copies sent to Tlerp Section Colonial Office for trmas
mission to Jerusalem, to War Registr Admiralty for transmission:
to 0-=in-0 e. n to Message Contrel for transmission to
Lubbecke.



OUTWARD TELEGRAM::

[This telegram
retained by the

is of pcrticu1ar secrecy
author'ised recipient and

and
not

should
passed

E 7488/48/G

Top Secret

Cypher/OTp CABINET DISTRIBUTION

VD(flf tV. l .TrrlT

16th ,ugu st, 1947.

Repeated to Paris No.1844
Marseilles No.118
17ashington No.8280
Jerusalem
Commander-in-Chief
Commender-in--Chief

B LJ I ~LIT RY.. NOR NO .385
LUB3 KE (C R C0.:,i DR-IN CHIF)L

D. 8.10 p.s. 16th Ahugust,

Med iterra
A.. L.F.

1947

) Irmmediate

)

~s®®®®i~~

MOST IIEDIATE

Jewish illegal iammigretion to Palestine.

It has been decided that the three British transports

which have been waiting at Port de Bouc to diseaberk the

4,500 Jewish illegal immigrants ex "President iarfield"

cannot remiainl indefinitely in French waters if the Jews
continue to refuse to dise-mbark and the French authorities

decline to co-operate in forcible disembarkation. The

Cabinet have laii it down that these Jews shall in no cir-

sumstances be returned to Cyprus or Palestine .and it is

accordingly necessary for us to be ready to abcommodate them

in some territory under our jurisdiction. The Colonial

Secretary has thoroughly investigated the possibilities of

British colonial territories but informs me that there is

no accommodation high could be ready in the near future, in

any Colony. It has therefore been decided, after careful

consideration, thet in the event of final failixre to secure

disembarkation in the South of France the Jews should be

sent to Hamburg and accommodated in the British Zone of

Germany. I very much regret that in spite of previous

assurances youshould be. called upon to accept these refugees,

but I am reluctantly convinced that this is the only

practicable course open to us.

2.
secure
France.

I have not yet abandoned
the disembarkation of these

The French Government are

the
Jews
stil

hope that we
in the South

l prepared to

may
of
accept

any
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any who volunteer to disembark. It is, therefore proposed
to .ake..a final formal announcement to the illegal imi;t-
grants that they are tobe sent. to Ha'.burg if they maintain

their refusal to lahd in France, and to give them 48 hours
to think it over. Every 'effort will be Taede at that stage
to enlist the help of responsible Jewish representatives
in persuading. the Jews to land and to spare theselves-
further confinement and suffering on a voyage to Northern
European waters. .oreover I shall subsequently press
the French Govern.ent to accept the Jews back by train
from the British zone, if they .have to be sent.there.
By that time there ,may be.-a greater number of volunteers
whom we should in any case expect the .French:Government
to acceptin.accordance- with their existing offer.

You. will be kept closely informed. regard-ing
further developments aCid in particular of the prospective
place and date of disembarkation. Those who do not-(repeat
not) disembark. are likely :to sail fromPort de Bouc
before Lugust 24th.

4. Our intention of press ing.. the French to receive
the illegal immigrants by land from the Britith Zone*-must
be kept secret: for the. present. Its revelation now would
obviously reduce the .hance of persuading the.a to disembark
at Port -de Bouc.
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1 9 AUG 1947

Cypher/OTP DEPARTiENTAL No, 1.

FROM RSEILLES TO FOREIGN OFFICE.

Mr.Ky D. 1.10 p.m. 18th August, 1947.

18th August,1 9 4?. R. 4.45 p.m. 18th August, 1947.

Repeated to Paris.
35

TOP SECRET.
a

Illegal Jewish immigration.

Your telegram No. 1866 to Paris and your telegram
No. 120 to me.

2. Transports have only enough bunkers to take

them to Gibraltar and can put to sea as soon as food

supplies for the voyage have been p t on cottee
As yu kowAmerican joint distribution oo~tO

have been supplying the Jews with food at Port de Bouc
through the French Charity Organisation on a day to

day basis which arrangement will presumably cease
when imminent departure of the shi ps is announced.
Food supplies can be purchased locall and enough for

the voyage can be put on board in fortyeih hor
Assume that nothngshoul be ordered until we see
the reactions of the Jews to the announcement
mentioned in your aragraph 2.0Yourodoubts
aware that H. S Chevron carries ontrations

which were sen0 recently frou Gibraltar for emergency
use only with Admiralty sanction. These could be

placed on board within four hours if necessary.

5. I suggest announcement should be confined to

statement to that effect that it is made on behalf
of His Ma estys Government and is: [Beginsforthatihos
who do no disembark at Port de Bouc witbn frty-i
hours will continue the journey in the same transports
to Hamburg. [Ends]. It might be well to add
whether they wi11 be'turned loose on arrival at Hamburg
or whether they will be placed under constraint there.

I consider the announcement should be made by Officer
C ending Troops in my presence andsinlte eencfte
of representative of Prefecture Mareillesm.oefpr te

Jewish Agency if you can persuade them to co-operate,
please see my telegram No. 155. e here see no

objection to publishing destination forthwith.
Ofhier C ding Trops considersh'Habr
will welcome decision to send them to Haburg.

yi.n of transports further out will render provisioning

more f4ficult.
f 4./

,. , ..v,,,........._. __..
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4. You will appreciate that dparture of
cenvey'is rendered urgent by the Peston ew o "Oen
Vigor" repIorte in ory telegrsa

No. 127. If she has n loft by tte 'erg.fhis
week officers and sash of the .. qrw as we have
beea unable to replace will walk off and the ship
will be imonbilised.

6. This telegramn has been agreed with the
Captain of H.I.S. Phoebe and with Officer demanding
Troops.

6. Foreign Office repeat Immediate Berlin
and Jerusal.

[Repeated Immediate to Berlin and copies sent
to Telegraph Section, Colnial Office for
transmission to Jerusalea].
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Cypher/OTP

7TA

FROM MARSEILLES TO FOREIGN OF .

Mr. Ka. D. 8.10 p.m. 18th August,
No. 1 .

18th August R. 11.45 p.m. 18th August,
194,,.

Repeated to Paris.

355
ID1DIATE,
SEcRr.

1947.

1947,

Illegal Jewish Immigration.

My telegram No. 142.

Partial hunger strike at 24 hours an

"Runnymede Park" to-day. bggerated reports

given to the press by Jewish Agency which have

been denied by Ashcroft. Three disembarkations

yesterday, none t-ay.

[Copy sent to Middle East Secretariat].
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DEPA iNTA .Cypher/OTP

TO FOREIGN
.L JN Lt, a ,A 4 .. ....- -

OFFIQI

Mr.
No.s
A ugus t

D. 7.00

19th,1947.

p.m. August

R. 9.15 p.m. August

19th,1947.
19th, 1917.

Repeated to Paris

SET

Illegal Jewish

My telegram No.

imnigra t ion,

145.

A hunger strike was staged on three shipsdyesterday

res ed normal attendance for meals to-day n Passengers

in "Fa ire Ris1 redmore diffiult than inh theote
two shil and strained te eris may lead to the necessitydisciplinary action. io disemabarks t if o day.

sent to Middle East Seore tariat]

20 t U l'OA7
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[copy
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Registry
No.

Top Secret.

SWIM

Draft.

Marsei s.

Telegram.

No...... A

(Date) ......

Repeat to

* .~

Cypher

Cypher.

Distribution :

Cabinet

Copies to :.-

F. 0.,

August

Despat ed

194

MOST IMMEDIATE

TOP SECRET

A.

7-
.:11 i.

M. ,j

Your telegram No. 142 [of August 18th:

Jewish illegal immigration].

9" 'sa ctoany goo6tiorS :by Tan

,r HJAg. mbaoocd-Jr at I shall be glad

if you will acopt the following timing in

regard to a final announcement of destination

to the illegal immigrants:-

(a) Announcement on the lines

suggested by you to be made by O.C. Troops

in your presence. I agree that the

French Government should be pressed to act

as suggested in paragraph 3 of Paris

telegram No. 817, but they should not be

Informed ofoof

general release, A@ :--

They should then be urged. to send their

representative on board as soon as possible.

As regards representative of Jewish Agency,

see (c) below.

(b) Announcement to be made on board

the transports at 11 a. m. B.S. T. on

August 21st Press will be informed

simultaneously in London. L
ou the

e--~v- ;as appea'

(c) Acting head of Jewish Agency off ices

in/
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a, Je ter~o 9.3o
in London will be asked to call at 4 a. m.

on August 21st °t t .Cl1aeft'.=and tol

thathb.

representative to go to Port de Bouc in order

to persuade the illegal immigrants to land.

(d) If disembarkation is not proceeding

the

transports shoulder leave Port de Bouc

for Gibraltar. Illegal immigrants will thus

have 36 hours to think the matter over.
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(This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be

retained by the authorized recipient and not passed on.]

Top Secret.

OYPIIR/0TP

FRW FOREIGN OFFICE TO - RSJ.Ja1

11o 2.

19th . ugust,

Repeated to:

D: 9.30 p.m. 19th August, 1947.

194.7.

Pcris No. 1868,
C ommnande r-in-Chie f' Me di terrneari,)
Jerusalem, )
Weshingtofn,No. 8437, ) Important.
Berlin No. 214. )

MOSTLIET
TOP SECRET T

Immediately

Cr

N

(b "D

co O

0I
Your te1egrm No.

imigre tion].

I shl1 be glad
in rcgard to a final
illegal immigrants:i-

1..2 [ef August 18th: Jewish

if you will adopt the following
annouCncment of destination to

illegal

timingthe

( ") Announcement en the lines suggested. 
by you to be

made by o.C. Troops in your presence.gto ct s suested in
Frnch Government should be presse817obt te should

p~rgrph o ~iS ,l rNi'o. , but th ey should

not be for decision uil hal n hourgbefore

time of general relei:so. They should then be urged to

send their representative on boerb as soon as pc)below.
As regards represents tive of Jewish Agency, s

(b)AnnouflOcmet to be made on brd the transporter
at 11 a.m. B..T. Augus s. lag Press
rotation to be made in all necessary nguage .

will be informed simultaneously in London.

(c) Acting head of Jewish Agency offices in London

and Jeusale ' vll he rskedL to oall a t lO.3( .Mn. on

AugJus 1ad. told h.itveryassistanlce in our power

Sri ll be gi ven to ena. ble their erepresenta tiV to g©tPotd ou ete rs dthil g ats
Pot t~ ~u ind ert pen the ilgligrnts

to land,
(tel If disembarkstion is not proceedi-ng 

the transports

shul1e 4 airport d~e Buc at 11. p.mB.S.T. on Augst u2rs
r Cibraltaro Illega l imni.grants 

will thus have 36 hEurs

to think the matter over. idto details.of
2. Yo myuse your discretion in regard oa1~lSo

yctualling inus tyt rvith O.C.Treeps and Naval

Commander.
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[This telegram
retained by the
Top Secret
CypheLO

is of particular secrecy and should be

authorised recipient and not passed on].e

CABINET DISTRIBUTION

ROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO PARIS

D. 9.40No.1869 19th August,

19th August, 1947

Repeated to Marseilles No.124.
000 000

II&EDITE

My telegram No.125, to Marseilles:

Jewish illegal immigration].
[of August

I shall be grateful if you will communicate to the

French Government, His Majesty's Governmentts decision

and the text of the British communique at 10.50 a.m.

B S.T. on August 21st and press themto act as suggested

in your telegram No.817.

2. I regret that it is not possible to give the

French Government longer advance notice but it is of the

highest importance that there should be no leakage

enabling Zionists ttae f further steps to i.nfl.uence thes o

Jews against disembarking before the announcement is

made to them.

(rA

1947

19th:

c °
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Cypher/OTP DEPARTIENTAL

FROM FOREIGN OFFICE: TO MARSEILLS,

Np. 18

20th August

Repeated to

1947. D. 4.27 p.". 20th August

Paris No. 1880 )
Washington No. 8475 )
Berlin No. 2430
Jerusalem
Commander-in-Chief Mediterranean

1947.

MOST
I@DIT.

TvvT

MOST IMIEDTT.

jSI~Ci*T.
My

illegal
telegram No.
immigration .

123 [of August 19th: Jewish

You will have seen from amendment to Communique
that time of sailing has been put forward to 6 p.m.
B.S.T. August 22nd. Re ason is that it has been
suggested here that there would be outcry if Jews
were sent off n the Jewish Sabbath, which starts at
sundown on Friday. Please amend my instructions
accordingly.

2. I trust the amended hour will be convenient
locally. Please keep Officer Comanding Troops
and Naval Commander informed.
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K,
No.7~15

1 Th AUG 14

minister
{is Majesty'snAUX presents his compliments to

His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs
and has the honour to transmit herewith copies of the under-
mentioned paper.

BRITISH EMBASSY,
CAIRO.

13th Augiust.

*frt }
.9 47.

Reference to previous communica' n :

Your Printed Despatch No.
July, 1947.

508 of 25th

Description of Enclosure.

Name, Date, etc. Subject.

FROM: British Consulate-
General,
Alexandria.
Enclosures to
Compliment.
Slip No.
32/10/2
of 30.7.47.

Captdn Lazar
CHODOROV and

the s.s. "fee Sang".

Wt.8578/807 5,000 4/42 A.& E.W.Ltd.

/JM2

(112779/47) M

- som- --- ---- -- -iz -- - - JL V . i
---- -------- j

Gp.685(21106)



As recei
British

32/

ved under Compliment Blip from
Consulate Greneral, Alexandria,
'10/2 of 30th July, 1947.1

COPY/JMK

32/10/2

H.M. Consul

Staff Officer

General Alexandria.

(Intelligence) Levant
Mediterranean.

& Eastern

Date: 30th July, 1947.

SECRET.

With re
the 28th June
in the
exactly

absence

ference to your
regarding the

of Trattle s,

lett
8.8.
faile

what tb his relationship

er o.S.4
"Lee Sang
d to make o
with Edde o

223/47
I have,
ut
f

of

Beirut.

The ship is apparently
while now in the Red Sea, w
from risk

to operate for some
here she should be away

of this Jewish trade.

Chodorov,
that he was well
therefore
made out.

attach

the Master, originally
known to Mr. Brett at
copy of a

told
Suez

note Mr. Brett has

I am aending
Embassy at Cairo.

a copy of this letter

C.H. SUMMERHAYES.

H.M. CONSUL GENERAL.

7 No7

From:

To:

me
and I

to the

(Sgd)

wirr rr. ra err rw l ff r wrw. . w rr r. r r r w+M r+ swr + r=arrA . r own s4wm O r
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COPY/JMK

MEMORANDUM ON CAPTAIN LAZAR CHODOROV.

Captain Chodorov was formerly employed as a Mate on

one of the Anglo-Saxon Petroleum Co. vessels on the Suez-

Red Sea Oilfields run. He enjoyed a good reputation as

a seaman and I always heard that he was honest. Early in the

war, as promotion was slow, he left the Anglo-Saxon

Petroleum Co. and served on various ships in the Suez area

and on the Red Sea run. He was for a time Chief Officer

of the "SANG". When Massaua fell he went as an employee of

the M.W.T. to take charge of the ex-German vessel LIEBENFELS"

which had been raised by the Americans. Under very

difficult conditions he took the vessel under her own steam

to Haifa for a refit and then took her to the United

Kingdom. This latter part of the trip for the account

of the B.I. Co. On his arrival in the United Kingdom

the B.I. Co. put their own crew aboard and Captain Chodorov

was repatriated to the Middle East. I am not very sure of

his movements after this, but I know he was for a time

on the "STAR OF MEX" before going to the "LEE SANG" as Master.

'As Captain Chodorov was in the Suez area for a considerable

period of time, I got to know him fairly well, especially

over the "LIEBENFELS" job which he handled extremely well.

From odd conversations I have had with him, it appears 
that

he was brought up for many years in Russia where his father

had sent the family owing to the difficulties Jews had

to contend with in Poland. I believe he still has a,brother,

a doctor, in Russia. As a young man he became a Zionist

pioneer and went to Palestine. He married a Jewess of

Russian stock but born in Palestine. Being a seaman at

heart he soon tired of the life on the comwnmal farm where

he first went, and returned to sea. I don t know the names of

the ships on which he served at that time but I do know he .

was at Cdynia when war broke out in 1939. He was on a vessel

taking cargo for the Mediterranean.

I believe him to be a clever business man but one who

would not get into unncessary trouble to earn a few extra

pounds. He believes in Palestine for the Jews but he

believes in building up on a sound basis and I have heard

him express the hope that the Palestine merchant 
marine

fleet could be built up into a good regular fleet 
on

U.K. lines. If he still holds this view then I would rule

out illegal immigration.

RMliB.
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19 r'e1947

COLONIAL OFFICE,

DOWNING STREET,S.Wl.

14th August, 1947.

Since our talk the other day about the Jews from
the President Warfield, now at Port de Bouc, both
Duff Cooper and the Consul-General, Marseilles, have
reported that they see no signs of a break in the present
deadlock, and that although these people have been on
board the transports off the French coast for nearly three
weeks, their determination to stay put remains unshaken.
So far only some 120, most of them invalids, have decided
to accept the French offer of hospitality, and there have
been no disembarkations in the last few days.

It seems clear that the only way of ending the
present intolerable situation is to announce as soon as
possible our decision to send these Jews to a definite
destination which should be such as to make the prospect
of landing in France preferable to this alternative.

There are two cogent practical reasons for
ending the deadlock as soon as possible. As you are aware,
there has already been difficulty with the crew of one of
the transports whose articles expired a few days ago.
I now learn that the men have agreed to the extension of
their agreements until the 24th August, but if the ships
have not moved from Port de Bouc by then, it will be
necessary to send a fresh crew from this-country. I
understand too that there may also be difficulty with the
troops on board the ships, as their discipline, hitherto
admirable, may become affected since some are due shortly
for discharge or leave.

I am concerned too at the continued absence ofthe large transports from Palestine. These ships could
not be back on station in less than four weeks from the
date of sailing from Port de Bouc. There are seven
illegal imnigrant ships with a capacity of 5,700 which
could sail for Palestine in the near future. The situation
would be most difficult if several ships were to arrived

together,
The Rt.Hon.1Ernest Revin, M.P.

/

Coe



"

together, and there could, of course, be no question of
a refoulement operation while the transports were away.
Since ships employed on this work must, for security
reasons, be properly fitted out, it would take at least
six weeks for additional ships to be made ready, even
if they could be provided by the Ministry of Transport,
who are already extremely hard pressed for ships to
meet existing commitments.

I have explored most thoroughly the possibility
of sending the Jews to British controlled territories.
So that you may appreciate my efforts in this regard I
attach a note to this letter showing the results of my
inquiries. You will see that there is no prospect of
receiving more then a few hundred in the Colonies in
the immediate future and that accommodation, supply and
shipping arrangements would even then make eventual
reception a matter of great difficulty. In all the
circumstances, it seems inevitable that if the French
Government will not be more co-operative, Germany alone
can-receive them. What feeling of distress attends
these people should this solution be necessary is entirely
their own responsibility.

I therefore suggest that a decision should now
be taken that these people should be told that unless
they disembark at Port de Bouc within some specified
period they will at the end of it be taken on by sea to
Germany. The Jewish Agency should, I suggest, be told
of this decision and their co-operation invited in the
interests of their people.

asked
any of
France

The French Government also should be
to keep open their offer of hospitality
these people who wished to do so couldE
by way of the British Zone.

told and
so that
enter
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holiday.

Alexander,

I regret bothering

I am sending copies
Barnes, Bellenger,

you about this on your

of this letter
Chuter Ede

to
and Hall.
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on]

[The text of this telegram must first be paraphrased
communicated to persons outside British Government
service or if transmitted in a cypher system other
than 0. T.P.]

Cypher

if

CABINET DISTRIBUTION

FROM LUBBBC TO CONFOLK LONDON

(From Office of Political Adviser
Germany)

to Commander-in-Chief

No. 10494:03- BASIC
August 18th,1947.

Repeated

D. 6.20 p.m. August 18th,1947.
R. 9.15 p.m. August 18th,1947.

(Via Norfolk House)

to Bercomb Berlin

ssss

From Comma nder-in-Chief .
Your Basio 5015 of August 16th, 1947.

Further to my tele phone conversation yesterday with
Mr. Maurice Dean, if there is final failure to secure
disembarkation in France, then we can w albeit unwillingly
accommodate these Jews in the British zone. They will
be concentrated in one or two refugee campspar obably in
the north initially under military guard during screening.
Neither the American nor the Germans are likely to react
to this favourably however.

2. I
points as a

would 
matter

like
of

your confirmation
urgency that

on the following

(a) only one ship the ex
will transport these refugees.

(b) A naval escort will

"President Warfield"

be provided.

effect
(c) We may use military force,

disembarkation at Hamburg.
if necessary,

3. Please also signal

(y) estimated breakdown by
children separately.

sexes to show

Estimated percentage of sick.

4. I am pleased to note that every effort will
continue to be made to persuade these Jews to land in
France. Also that you intend subsequently to press the
French to accept them back by train from the British
zone. If botn these fail there is at least this to be
ut to the credit side - the probability that the present
legall traffic across Germany en route to Palestine will

be much discouraged.

to

(z)
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Your telegram

18th. Jewish

immigrattorrj.

Illegal

three British

registered

imrnmigr ants

transports

tons each,

OCEAN VIGOUR AND

have naval escort.

use force in carrying

2. Numbers

a's follows

(a) "OCEAN

on arrival

will be carried

of ten-thousand

EMPIRE

RUNI YM E

You

in

gross

RIVAL,

PARK. They

are authorised

will

to

out disembarkation.

at Port de Bouc were

: -

VIG OUR" 657 males ; 558 females;

259 children.

(b) wRUNNYMEDE

443 females

(c) "EMPIRE:

601 females

3. About 130

PARK" :0 546 males ;

405 children.

RIVAL" : 629 males

291 children.

Jews have landed in France

and these figures

amended in the lighi

0(4fMar seilles.Ye ca

4. I much a preciate

"information from
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onerous

I should

information
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and the conditions in which the Jews will

be lodged,- about which we and our Missions

will undoubtedly have a great number of

critical enquiries. It would be valuable

if we could -enlist the co-operation of the

I.R..O. or the International Red Cross in

denying the likely allegations that the

Jews sre being sent to concentration camps.
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM

(This telegram is &f particular secrecy and should be

retained by the authorised recipient and not passed en)

OFFICE

No 3341 iasijc

20th a-,ugst 19447

Repeated:
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Berlin No 2250
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Marseilles
Paris

.)

TO LUBLdEKE

TOr SECRET
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20th August 1947
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DEARTIJENTAL

FROM GENOA TO FOREIGN OFFICE

His Majesty's
No. 58
18th August,

Consul General

1947.

D. 8.50

R. 5.15

p.1m,

a.ml.

18th Auust,
1947.

19th Augst,
1947

Repeated to Rome Saving

IMi :DIAT E

SECRET

Your telegram No. 59.

Source of information contained in my telegrams
Nos. 25 and 26 now gives following version of his inter-
views with Potamianos which latter did not reveal to
me stating only that he had been approached on one
occasion by a Greek captain whose suggestion that the
vessel could be sold to the Jews at a good price he
turned down without discussion.

2. Source states that he visited the ship in
May and put the above suggestion to Potamianos in the
presence of other members of the crew and that Potamianos
showed annoyance at the matter being discussed in the
presence of third parties. Source and Potarnianos later
discussed the suggestion privately and in due course
Source put Potamnianos in touch with Dandria. Dandria
and Potamianos signed preliminary agreement at Hotel
Columbia Genoa for purchase of vessel by the former
for 80 000 pounds Vut negotiations later were held up
throug6 . Potamianos insistence on being paid the whole
sum to enable him to pay of debts on ship, whereas
Dandria wanted debts to be paid first. Source was to
receive £1000 from both parties for his services.
Source does riot know how the matter now stands but insists
on veracity of his version and states that although
Potamianos may pretend not to know his name which is
what Lotamianos told me in describing the Greek captain
mentioned in paragraph 1, both know each other quite well
and saw each other a few days ago. Source excludes
Gasparinatos having anything to do with the above
negotations which Potamianos apparently carried on without
the forers'knowledge.
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Confidential

Cyphe r0TP

FR& FOR GN OFFICE TO &IG

No:4

20th August 1947 D. 11.30,"a.m.21st August 1947

Repeated to Rome No: 256 Saving

X:X:X:

CONFIDE.J.IAL

Your telegram No: 58 [of 18th August: suspect
ship ??ora" )]

Qasparinatos and Potamianos were interviewed
here to-day, In view of removal of between decks reported
in your tel egram No: 57 it has been decided to release
vessel an following cond.itions, to which Qasparinates has
agreed:

(a) He should sever connexion with Potaoianos;

(b) He should let us knew which firm of
shipping agents will manage ship for him.

selling ship.
(c) He should seek our approval before

2. . As seen as Constant and Constant confirm
that power of attorney granted by Gasparinates to
Potamianos .has been revoked, we will authorise them to
expedite release of ship frm arrest.

s. We should, however, still bead of report
suggested in your telegram No: 57 (paragraph 5 when
vessel finally sails.
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FROM MARSEIBLS TO FOREIGN

D. *.55 pom. August

August

Repeated

19th,1 7. R. 5.10 p.m. August

19th,197.
19th,1947.

to Paris

sssss

TOP SECT~~

Illegal Jewish

My telegram No.

0.0. Troop
be made to five
(one from each
immigrants.

Imigra tion.

142.

s considers that announcement should
or six Jewish leaders on each transport

hold) for dissemination amongst

2. I agree with th
avoid hysteria occasioned
arrival of transports.

is proposal since it will
by annoui.noement made on

3. You may however wish to consider supplement--
ing this by distribution of leaflets to all immigrants
or having announcement made as before direct to all
passengers. This would avoid danger of misrepresentation
oy Jewish leaders.
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[Copy sent to Middle East Secretariat]
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E.7671
21 AUG ! '~BR ISH LEGATION,

STOCKHOLM.

No. 222 8th August, 1947.

54/112/47

Sir,

52With reference to my despatch No.190 of July 9th transmitting to

you the copy of a note I addressed on your instructions 
to the

Swedish Minister for Foreign Affairs on the subject of illegal

immigration into Palestine, I have the honour to transmit to you

herewith some observations made by the Swedish Ministry of Commerce.

2. This document is drawn up in English and it is reasonably

easy to understand what is meant, although the last sentence of the

memorandum might be misunderstood in English unless the reader were

acquainted with Swedish constructions. When the drafter says "is the

proper controlling authority satisfied" he means "if the proper

controlling authority is satisfied".

3. When this document was handed over to me by the official who

is acting for the Head of the Legal Section, he said that it was not

to be considered as a final answer to my note enclosed in the despatch

referred to above. It was merely the observations of one Swedish

Government Department and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs might 
wish

to modify these ideas in any final reply. The "Board of Trade's"

ideas are inclined to be non-co-operative and the memorandum spends

more time on pointing out how difficult it is to do anything than in

suggesting what might possibly be done. As regards the excuses put

forward for the lack of Swedish action in the case of the Ulua, I
consider that they are rather weak. If the vessel was not a passenger

ship it should not have been allowed to sail with more 
than 12

passengers. If it were a passenger ship it should have been judged

according to the regulations in force for such ships. Also the

excuses that nothing was done because the vessel was to make only the 00

comparatively short voyage to a French channel port are particularly

weak in view of the fact that the Swedish authorities were told in

plenty of time that we did not consider the Cuban visas of the Jews

as valid, that we did not believe that the ship would turn round at

Le Havre, and that everything pointed to its use as an illegal

immigrant ship. It suited the Swedish authorities better to believe

the Jewish assertions than those of H.M. Legation because if they 
had

accepted our statements they would have been practically 
forced to

take some action.

4. In the meantime various Jewish Zionist organisations 
have

been holding protest meetings against British policy in regard to ,

immigration and speak of the barbaric way in which the British

authorities are driving the Jews away from Palestine. This does not:

seem to have had very much effect, however, although the influential

members of the Jewish community here took great care to see that thi

accusation had a reasonably wide circulation in the press. 
The

hanging of the two British sergeants by Irgun Zvai Leumi has done the

Jewish cause here a great deal of harm, and several papers have

expressed/

The Right Honourable
Ernest Bevin, P.C., M.P.,

etc., etc., etc.,
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Royal Swedish
Ministry for Foreign Affairs

The Board o
that the survey
Legation of the
control and supe
Trade only gives

f Trade
containe
Swedish
rvision
rise to

wishes, in the first place, to point c

d in the communication of the British
laws and regulations regarding the
of vessels, on the part of the Board 4

the following observations.

out

The principal Swedish rule on the subject, which is laid
down in paragraph 24 of the Law of the 16th October, 1914,
concerning the Control of Ships ("ships' Inspection Act") states
that, if a ship is found to show such defects in various respects
as specified in the paragraph, "that a voyage may reasonably be
assumed to involve danger of life to those on board, the proper

Controlling Authority may, to any extent required, prohibit the
use of the ship until such deficiencies have been removed".
According to the opinion of the Board of Trade, the expression
"endangering the lives" used in the British note is a translation

not fully equivalent to the Swedish wording "skaligen kan
antagas foranleda livsfara for demi, som Kro ombord".

To the knowledge of the Board of Trade only one vessel used
for the purpose of transporting illegal immigrants to Palestine

has so far departed from Sweden. When departing from a Swedish
port this ship was, however, not bound for Pal=stine but for Le

Havre. The vessel was an ordinary cargo ship named "The Ulua",
of Lasiba, Honduras. On the examination made by the proper

Inspector of Ships prior to the departure of this vessel, it was
ascertained that not being a passenger ship the vessel was

considered fully seaworthy and not loaded up more than
in the Convention Respecting Load Lines. However, the
provisions relating to passenger ships employed in the
referred to, were not complied with, but the deviations
the occasion of the examination not considered to be of

kind or of such an extent as to enable the A thorities
the vessel to sail. According to paragraph 24 of the S]
Inspection Act such a prohibition can obviously only be
if the deficiencies may reasonably be assumed to involve
of life to those on board. This did not appear to be ti
respect of the "Ulua" on account of the fact that the vE
to make only the comparatively short voyage to the Fren
port.

permitted
valid
trade now
were on
such a

to forbid
hips'
issued

e danger
he case in
essel was
ch Channel

Concerning the two Conventions referred to in the British
note the following facts may be pointed out.

According to the Convention Respecting Load Lines the

proper authority of a ship's home country or, at the request
the said authority, a foreign authority assigns certain load

lines up to which the ship may be loaded at various times of

year and within different geographical zones.

of

the

The assignment of these load lines is made in compliance

with the provisions of the Convention but also in consideration
of the fact that, by the stipulations of the Convention, the
proper authority has the right to grant certain exemptions or

deviations which the said authority deems reasonable or

appropriate regarding vessels, the kee ls of which were laid

before July 1st, 1932, i.e. "existing ships". It seems obvious

that a moderate loading below these assigned load lines cannot
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simply be considered to involve such reasonable ground for
endangering life as my justify prohibition of the use of
vessel. In case the overloading of a vessel (Swedish or
foreign) is so considerable that cause for danger of life
reasonably may be assumed to exist, prohibition to sail is
issued in virtue of paragraph 24 of the Ships' Inspection
Act. Further stipulations regarding the inspection of
foreign vessels, founded on the Convention Respecting Load
Lines, are to be found in paragraph 29 clause 2 of the
Ordinance of the 31st December, 1914, with special
Regulations concerning the Control of Ships (Ships' Inspec
Ordinance).
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virtue of paragraph 24 of the Ships

According to the opinion of the Board of Trade the
obligations assumed by Sweden in compliance with article 1 of
the two Conventions would in the first place apply to the
inspection of vessels belonging to the countries which adhere
to these Conventions. However, this undertaking would hardly
imply an obligation to apply the regulations of these
Conventions to vessels from countries which have not ratified
the Conventions. The principal stipulation referred to above,
i.e. paragran 24 of the Ships' Inspection Act is yet
applicable without any restriction.

As will be seen from the above, a Swedish controlling
authority is not entitled to forbid the use of a Swedish or
foreign vessel, unless it is ascertained that the pending
voyage of the vessel in question may reasonably be assumed t
involve danger of life to those on board. Is the proper
controlling authority satisfied that no such cause to danger
of life prevails, the authority thus by virtue of the laws

0

and regulations n
possess the right

ow in force
to forbid

in
6he

Sweden,
vessel

does no
to sail.

t seem to

Stockholm the 6th August
1947.
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at, should it be necessary.
r illegal immigrants as
essful attempts at
Office could not agreed

ne in Germany again. It
Colonial Office to find

ish colonial territory.
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to

2. We had better go on record in writing to the
same effect and I accordingly submit a draft letter
from Sir Orme Sargent to Sir T. Lloyd of the
Colonial Off ice.

3. Mr Deans final point has been taken care
Mr Duff Cooper has today requested the French
Government to accept back into France via the
British Zone in Germany the 4,500 Jews now on
way to Hamburg. A short commiunique is being g
to the press today in London and Paris.

( J. G. S. Beith.
23rd August,_1947.
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nuIc4 s.

I have been speaking to t e Comman er-in-
Chief in Germany by telephone/with reference to
Foreign Office telegram No. 2385 of August 16th
about Jews ex the Presidennt Warfield. The C.-in-G
has agreed with good grace that this particular
party should come to Germany, but he very much
hopes that this will be the last occasion
on which he is asked to take into Germany
contingents of refugees.

I suggest that it is important that we should
do out utmost to ensure that similar requests
are not made to the C.-in-C. in future and that
the stay of the Jews from the President Warfield
in Germany is as short as possible. With these
objects, I suggest that the Colonial Office should
be asked now to consider vhat they are going to
do with any future contingent of Jews who may
be stopped from entering Palestine so that we may
not next time be faced with the plea made by the
Colonial Office on this occasion that they had
no time to prepare accommodation in colonial
territory. I also recommend that at the proper
moment we should be prepared to exert the
maximum pressure on the French Government in
order to make sure that they will accept the
trains carrying President Warfield refugees, if
these are sent from Germany.

S~

Sir Orme Sargent.
19th August, 1947.
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Draft.

Sir homas Lloyd,
K.C.M.G

Colonial Office.

(From Sir Orme
Sargent).

Cl

Copy to

Admiralty.

War Office.

S .

Ministry of
Transport.
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M, 77o,/40/0)
2rd September,

The CmAe -- n-hief In Germang ha asoepted the
onerous coitmnt involved in seoom dating the 4 50
Jewish illegal immigrants from Port de, Boao, in ai
of the fact that he had been told that he would not b
required to t ake any more refugees n the British Zone.

In view, oi ties with
which our admini ation in Germany is faced, I think
I should record o view that we could not in any future
ease of "re fuleme t"7 wi4oar ran into trouble, agree to
saddle Siholte egwita> further comitment of this
kind.

As I understand that the Official Comittee on
Illegal I migration to Palestine will s horfly consider
what should be our future policy on "refoulement"
I suggest t that we shall have to establish in future cases:-

(a) that the country
agrees in advance
disembarkation;

receiving back the illegal migrants
to use the necessary force to ensure

(b) that we know in advance where we shall send the
illegal im migrant if anything should go wrong with
their reception in the country to which they are to
be returned. But in that case their destination
could not be the British zraes of Germany and Austria.

I

Sir Thomas Lloydm .. .,

Colonial Offioe.

io'
1947.
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Minutes.

E 7724 Io'R
Western Department.

We have been going into he sf
what Count Sforza is likely to raise 'if he comes.
over to this country as a guest of H.MvI.G. in
July. It seems unlikely that he will raise the
question of illegal immigration himself, but
you may think that it would be desirable for us-
to iaise it with him if at the time this is still
a very live , question with the Italian Government
on which we wish.to press Count Sforza if the
opportunity arises.

If you think that t
raised and submitted to
as one of the points we-
be very grateful if you
brief note for incorpora
may be prepared here for
conversations with Count

his problem should -be
the Secretary of State .
do wish to raise, I should
could let me have a
t ion ,in any brief which
the Secretary of State's
Sf orza.

F.D.W. Brown.

16th June, 1947.
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BTISH EMBASSY,

WASHNGTON
E A7726ug

'MV

18, D. C.
ust 1947

III

t
4

"C

Def: Da24/-./47
CONFIETA

Dear Departmgentg

Will you please refer to your letter
E 6155/48/31 of 7th August about receiving back
trainloads of displaced persons which might
illegally cross from the British Zone to the
French Zone in Germany.

2. We have discovered that the delay in
the State Department's reply to Balfour's letter
to Acheson of May 26th is due to the fact that
they have completely mislaid it. Mr. George Warren,
who is the State Department's expert on refugees
and displaced persons, has therefore asked us to
let him have a copy of that letter, and has
promised early action upon it. In sending it
to him we will incorporate the points made in
your letter under reference.

Yours ever,

C HNCERY

-4

Eastern Department,
Foreign Office,

London, S.W.l.
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The illegal immigrants are due to
6.0 p.m. B.,S. T. this evening, if they
meanwhile decide to disembark in Franc
in the latest report from Marseilles t
will disembark.

2. It will be seen from the minutes

sail
do not
e. It
hat fe

at
in the
appears

w if any

on E.7490/48/G
and our telegram No. 8281 to Washington on that
paper that we have taken fully into account the
probable reaction of United States opinion to the
removal of these illegal immigrants to the British
Zone of Germany. The decision to do so was taken by
the Secretary of State in line with the views of
the official Committee on Illegal Immigration and
the Ministerial Committee on the subject. Nothing
in the present telegram from Washington appears to
justify altering that decision. The State Department
have only told us what we knew and have refrained
from making formal representations. The announcement
of our proposed action will in any case have caused
a certain amount of unfavourable publicity in the
United States this morning and vIe should get the
worse of both worlds if, having made our announcement,
we now amaer

3.
Wash
give

ended it.

Nevertheless we should perhaps
ington telegram and I submit ac

them some further ammunition.

reply to the
draft which may

~c &~eA~
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( J. G. S. Beith.
22nd Aupust, 1947.

IA yIaI
40

)

4

30047 V.o)..
a'. .40 ,LA

s2J)

Next Paper.

m

Q
.. ... . 1 ,...,.r _.. , _.... . , .,.........-

I

y, r

St.,,

a

4Z46 

U
4rA

OIL d&AO

197

II 5

16 114
MA.-.



Cypher/OTP DEEARTMENTAL

Mr. Balfour.
No.4608

21st August, 1947

D. 6.55 p.m.

R.12.15 a..

21st August,

22nd Augst,
00000000~a

MOST IMMEDIATE

Your telegram No.8281.

Palestine.

Loy Henderson has
following message from
"President Warfield".

asked me to convey to you urgently
Mr. Lovett about passengers from

2. It is to the effect that although United States
Government do not (repeat not) intend to make formal
representations, Lovett considers that despatch of these
people to British Zone of Germany now foreshadowed in the
press will undoubtedly cause an explosion here. He there-
fore begs you most earnestly to reconsider the matter
even at this late stage and to send them if possible to
a destination less likely to inflame public opinion.

5. I explained briefly the reasons
your decision but Henderson nevertheless
the message be sent to you.

[Advance copy sent to Resident Clerk].
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The United States Ambassador telephoned this morning
to say that he had received a telegram from the State
Department about the removal of the Jewish refugees from
Port dg.Bouc to Germany. The telegram indicated that
our action was causing great disturbance in the United
States and that protests were piling up in the State
Department. The United States Government were afraid
that the British position in the United States might be
seriously prejudiced.

Secondly Mr. Douglas said that General Clay, who
is in London, thought that our action was not strictly
in accordance with the Bi-zonal Agreement. To this -I
demurred.

I told Mr. Douglas that, as the ships had sailed
from France, I did not see what possibility there could
be of alternative action. However, I would certainly
have the situation examined in the light of his
representations.

(Roger Makins)
23rd August, 1947.
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to tell the United

that we had a message

yesterday

States Ambassador

from the State Department

on this questions and give him the gist

the reply in Washington telegram No.

I will add that we

officially

British

have today asked the French

to take the Jews into France

Zone on their arrival

approach will

1,

be made public

from the

there and that

in the papers

this

tomorrow.

( oger Makins)

23rd August, 1947.
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E.7742/48/G

SECRET ,

Cypher/OTP RA MENTAL No

FROM RErIGN OFIgE TO WASHINGTON

No 85D. 6.50 p.m. 22nd August, 1947

22nd August, 1947

Repeated to: Paris No. 1909 Immediate

uuuuu

JJO[EIA T

Your telegram No. 4608 [of August 21st] Jewish
illegal immigration.

Please inform State Department that we
are grateful for their warning. We had expected a
cons erable outcry in the United States as a result
of Jewish propaga a. However it is literally true,
as stated in our communique, that we-ge-- no other
place to puttsomar people at such short notice. There is
limited room in certain areas under British control
but meas of preparation and great expense would be
required before such a large number could be accommodated.
There can therefore be no question of altering our
decision.

2. You should again draw attention to the fact
that since the French government have offered to
receive all these Jews in France none of them are
obliged to go to Germary. If they do so it is by
their own choice.
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My telegram No.

.M

8575 [of August

22ndj Jewish illegal immigration%,

United States Ambassador informed

Mr. Makins on August 23rd that he had

received a telegram from the State

Department about the removal of the

Jewish illegal immigrants from Port

de Bouc to Germany. The telegram

indicated that our action was causing

great disturbance in the United States

and that protests were piling up in

the State Department. United States

Government were afraid that the

British position in the United States

might be seriously prejudiced. Mr.

Douglas added that General Clay, who

was in London, thought that our action
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E7742/48/G

SECRET

Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENTAL NO.0

FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO WASHINGTON

No. 8778

27th August, 1947. D. 10.45 a.m. 28th August,

0000

My
illegal

telegram No.
immigration.

8575 [of August 22nd:] Jewish

United States Ambassador informed Mr. Iakins on
August 23rd that he had received a telegram from the
State Department about the removal of the Jewish
illegal immigrants from Port de Bouc to Germany. The
telegram indicated that our action was causing great
disturbance in the United States and that protests
were piling up in the State Department. United States
Government were afraid that the British position in the
United States might be seriously prejudiced. Mr. Douglas
added that General Clay, who was in London, thought
that our action was not strictly in accordance with
the Bi-Zonal Agreement, to which Mr. Making demurred.

2. Mr. Making later gave the United States
Ambassador the substance of my telegram under reference
to you and added that we had now asked the French
Government officially to take the Jews into France
from the British Zone on their arrival there. Mr. Douglas
accepted this information.

124
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E7742/48/G

SECRET

Cypher/0TP-JDEPARTFEA RO. 2

FRM FOYR2IGN OFFICE TO WASHINQT'ON

No. 8778

27th August, 1947. D. 10.45 a.m. 28th August, 1947.

0 0 0 0

1y telegramt No. 8575 [of August 22nd] Jewish
illegal immigration.

United States Ambassador informed Mr. Making on
August 25rd that he had received a telegram from the
State Department about the removal of the Jewish
illegal immigrants from Port de Bouc to Germany. The
telegram indicated that our action was causing great
disturbance in the United States and that protests
were piling up in the State Department. United States
Government were afraid that the British position in the
United States might be seriously pre udiced. Mr. Douglas
added that General Clay, who was in odon, thought
that our action was not strictly in accordance with
the Bi-Zonal Agreement, to which Mr. Maldns demurred.

2. Mr. Makins later gave te United States
Ambassador the substance of my telegram under reference
to you and added that we had now asked the French
Government officially to take the Jews into France
from the British Zone on their arrival there. fr. Douglas
accepted this information,
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[This telegram
retained by the

is of particular secrecy an aric e
authorised recipient and not passed on].

Cypher/OTP CABINET DISTRIBUTION

FRO' PARIS TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Mr. Duff Cooper.
No.82B D, 7.20 p.m. 21st August,

21st August,

Repeated

1947. R. 7.55 p.m.21st August,

to Marseilles.
00000 000

IMMEDIATE

Your telegram No.1869.

Jewish illegal immigra tion.

French Government were informed of your decision and of
the text of the British communique at 10.50 a.m. today.
Ministry of Foreign Affairs at once recommended that an
official should be sent on board with a message in the
sense that having learned of His Majesty's Government's
decision they considered it incumbent on themselves to point
out to the immigrants that it was in their own interest
to land as free men in a free country rather than return
to a country where they had sufIfered such hard trials.

2. This was submitted to
Ministers which was in session
down.

the restricted
at the time.

Council of
It was turned

5. New text in much more neutral terms which simply
states that the French Government's offer tO receive the
immigrants was still open has now been submitted to Prime
Minister and we await outcome. We have pointed out to
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs that if consideration of
texts is much further prolonged it will serve no purpose
as the ships will have left.
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s telegram is of partionlar secrecy and should be
retained by the aiuthoriced recipient and not passed on].
Top Serst
Cypher/OTP C IET

No.1%De 9*-40 pom. 19th August, 194?

19th August, 194?

Repeated to Marseilles No.124.

IEPIATE

My telegram No.12 , to Marseilles: jpf Augst 19th:
Jewish illegal immigration].

I shall be grateful if you will communicate to the
French Government, His Majesty's Government's decision
and the text of the British OCMVuiqu2$ at 10.80 a.u.
B.S.T. on August 21st and press theito act as suggested
in your telegram No.81?.

2. I regret that. it is not possible to give the
French Government longer advance notice but it is of the

highest importance that there should be no leakage .

enabling Zionists to take further steps to influence theo
Jews against diseabarking before the announcMt i.
made to theta.
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Code R D0P SlS'ENTALNIC. 1

FROM MARSEILLES T 7ONN FIE

His a e ssCensul--General.
D. 7,00 pm, 21st August, 1947,

21st August, 1947. R.11.50 p.m. 21st August, 1947.

Repeated to Paris.

Your telegraNo, 129.

Announcement was mad all three
transports ne after the other starting at
11 a.m. I satisfied that it has been
understood by 1 passengers,

2. Passengers of one transport have
already refused disembark but their
spokesmen stated that order would be
maintained.

5. Prefecture who were informed by
us at 10.50 am., at first proposed to send
a representative on board to renew the
French ctb offer of welcome, but
ubsequently informed us that they could

take n action pending receipt of instructions
from Paris
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23 AU G 1947

[CODE RI] DEPARTMENTAL i;

FROM MARSEILLES TO FOREIGN OFFICE

His Majesty' s
No; 1498

22nd August

Repeated to

DEDICATE

Cansul

1947

Paris.

General D. 11.20.a.m. P2nd
1947

R. 1.55.p.m.22nd
1947

August

August

X:X:X:

Restricted.

Illegal Jewish immigration.

My telegram 148 paragraph

M. Riohardot, a sub'
early this morning to

t# -
f r

prefect, left for Port
renew French Government

NK ..

r, - Ii a 1

2

,,-' 4 !'

de Bouc
offer.,
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4
Code R.

FROM MARSEILIES TO FOREIGN

His Majesty's
No. 151
August

Consul-General
D.

22nd,1947.
10.10 p.m. August

R. 11.40 p.m. Augu st
22nd,19X7.
22nd, 1947.

Repeated to Paris

sss

DDMEDIATE

RES TRICTED

My telegram No. 149: Illegal Jewish immigra tion.

Richardot made announcement
finishing at 11 a.m. There was
on six Jews disembarked.

on board transport,
no reaction. Later

Convoy

Foreign

sailed

Office

from Port

repeat

de Bouc

Lubbecke

at 6.20 p.m.

and Berlin.

[Repeated to Berlin]

[Copies sent to Message Control
Norfolkjouse for repetition to
Lubbeckel
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM

FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES/,"""a

CyphwL' (O.T.P.)

(Gen 08±r A, Cung

Bent. 21at Augut , 1947a II ,3D hr

No.1899 8eret

WARIELD"r'nirt o

Locker ad Ronson were give a copy ofthe
ommunue at 1O.3O B..T. ts ori It was
exp1axed thatcoptes were beinj given to Agency

epr esntatves in Jernuaiem and that the Aecy w s
being asked to o--operate Ingetting ths illegl

srante off the shipa in Frances

Loeer reaction Was one of-Compet
refusal to e -operate o far a he wa.s coucera here
and he was sure hatthe anwe would be the smei
Jers1em 0  1e expressed his desire to regit es

fohrich the 'trongest posbNle p'otest agant the

The interview lated' no more than,.wo '

three minutes EHe was obiuy deepLy moved and
recent especially the reference to "ZinList

YOU will of courebi poringsagon'as
p8ible the :enult of yeaw apozoach to the Ageny n



No O Downin treet
Lord Pesidntf-

War Office
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Air Min~

Cabinet
a

Office
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Freigni yt10e

Ninisty o Dfence

M15

Ministry
?Foreign

Cabinet

ft U

of Transport
Office (Researeh Dept.)

"(TinfPolicy Dept.
Offices

®-

-a

Sat

copie s sent tol -

1V

P.s,. to PrineM sisterr
Pri'vate 8ecretaWF

Private Secrtetrz7

Sir No Br ok
Mr, G.C, 'aodd
Privte Scoar

4. L G.8.

LU' 0, oe.B ateri

LOld4 GOre.'
Private ertary
fhief of Air Staff

Mr. T.AQChrton
Private Secretary
Mr O.WBater

Private 8 Retary
Sir enry Wilson~ Sm1th
Defense Registry
Mr. T.A. Robertsen,
Mr. We GrahYam. M.B.E.
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Mrs Rennie.
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/
Guidance

T.est from Paris - 6.30. p.m.

At 11 o' clock this morning I.M. Consul General

in Marseilles, accompanied by Lt.Col. Grigson, the

Commander of the three transports, announced to the.

leaders of the passengers on the "Runnymede Park"

that tho cho remained on board after 6 p.m. t omorrow

would beby sea to H arburg. The "empire Rival" was

next visited and after that, the "Ocean Vigour . In

general, the news was received quietly. On the Runiymede

Park" all leaders made no reply and, after announcing the

decision, the passengers started the Zionist Anthem.

At the same t ime as the announcement was being made

on the deck to the leaders, leaflets in French announcing

the British Government's decision were distributed

among the passengers.

On the
passengers
permission
they would
hour a .Poli
passengers,

"iEmpire Rival" there was no reaction by the

but on the "Ocean Vigour" the leaders asked

to at once consult the passengers and said
take a vote and give a reply. After half a

sh Doctor, nominated to speak on behalf of t

speaking German through a translator said:

"Ve have taken a vote and w

disembark. We have no quarrel
and, in -art icular, no quarrel
and officers in this ship. J~e

We shall maintain order and we

France.

nhe

e have decided not to
with the British people

with the British crews
trust in British democracy.

shall not disembark in

There were no signs of

hunger strike in any of the

children were walking about

any decision
three ships.
the decks as

N.G.

to declare a
omen and

usual.

1947.
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INWARD TELEGRAM.

This document must be paraphrased if the communication of its contents to any person

outside Government Service is authorised.

TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES

Cypher .

D, 22nd August., 19470
R. 22nd t" 2230 hr ea

N.1607 Seet yt4

Addressed S ofS o

Repeated Washington, No 0 204.
- Romp oeme, No.419 0  (s to Soplease,

repeat to Pari an my No.48)

Your telegram N o 1899,

WARIE2IJ Immigrants

Imedat racio o the Hebrw prs isa

rxec e , i lo 'n9ua im us nd Ta hu"t..y t+wg (*r -y in gnera

i .s.n5t a epresent opento r eatsoC" 1"n CrbIticamibae

pimarily on the argume Lnt that ,the.!deiaionrf HIs "

'econdly on4 th". e gumption that it rep re".- nts a 1p1oliti'cal-

c W t i r " "., A WT .A. ' S'!1 ye

-- f ., -s 
.

ero o hefrst agitue hih.-d ,dy{oth
dicrdt f tBttL I*sh and kansCsyinrese

anut i ierrorist easres on the part o p : f Y ' J shu 1v , Keenes

Jt, ; 4.ni 3, threats3 and prpaaa. '"}an d no Ggeto

induce "-r .V4t /he efge not f to d.u r imbarkin Fanc i .. ra

that rf1ao onel f ofth e immgran a Il llo hi orherel

to Me^ a en ofj the sh i I.(4at Hambuyrg1; .. alive" p H wj'tti 1tA41 p



tht the iniiident loul.ot(repeat not) aeslt in the
-es sat ion Of Yishu truggle aginSt

the other hand;, there are Indications tha pui o
has beon swayed towards supportq or at leascodntn

S hr t aeVer nticipate atmajor
terreto ; i a+"t ut.ereak ithin Athe netfw dyse

4T f;itis dddto mkea futher s tatemenyi
on thelineI indicatedn n second and four th paraZgaph

oNf your telegram oo 18.53 to7 the 'ffet t hat the Frenc
ar igasked to receivethe immigran abak hby Land

kro the Britie: t Z.Ane " I "!would} t strong ly4 heetart
m ad e aa s ' ! so o n ti a f p o s s !} i l e , o h e r wi Emu e f f ct wi l , i n

'ry opinione he w~ onidrbly d t3 n,' p.fimini d. shede! f

(Cpis en o orig ffcefo rasmsso
C lpt o P ari. Ta)YA/ d J +al ( i y. + ~~ :

".rcpi has sent'.. to+ s+' f171 1 b/

. 0 O ),wning 1treet

y a .y r Ow ,...

iU ist

Cait ffies

)
)

Ministry i

ki L 5, -
Mi1r of Transpor

oreign OfficeReseach Dpt

(Li~InfaPlcyDp?)

o; F irt R S R e: Lordt;i 7
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L t. .". C ol' a G or e .}

Pri'a' Beereari

Chie of Artaf

Ci"r No tBr ^ ak

Mrs To eQ ha.rltonc

Mr C ~A Baxer

-* Mr, T(>;Rbetsn
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INWARD TELEGRAM

TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES

(o.T.P.)

x
':

y9i 

r

Ti

r

YY/p.f

L SPATiE(Gen.ir A. nmmingham)j

Da 24th August,
R. 24th "

1947.
" 164 bra

IMPORTAT
0p.Tlf4Secret

My telegram No,,1607,
PRESIDENT WARFIELD Immihgran xItSo

Jewish Agenc y Exec utive have Publioed
statement dated 23rd August objecting to 1;anfer f

Immigrante to Gem as platess t action in hauld
war against the Jews w aged for last (1? two c) yeas by

the Brit~ih Government Mainpointai1 eXmn
which is friamd a direct reply to official cmmuique
this week; -

(..) There i no eaabls.hed shred of truth .
in assertion that Jews ref'used atoln (? from amitted)kj

ahip uner ionit treat ad rpaada n otrr

they have themseive resisted the threate end propaganda
and mental and phyi ca]l tortue dn
by British Government,

, e x l u sri o n" r o f r e f u g e e s Ki n.34 Ju l Va J. y y i . '~;ti n g ; i n t.".J T.s;.r.

incidente had no .+Jconnection with~ immig ra tio and . leade . ,,rs.

of bothArab and "Jewih ;muntie wrcocenedfto
pree rve 't he ,peat .ce:

Palectineince repuditig

Manct . tate of JiTheir

c annet jus+ t .ify the , ,.} y ir c, rd a1

are esposibe fo lawand

pp ".I' (y.g4{ ,x X
it7 ' minf 'L:) p .-* 4 law afraeTr inthi'blg{1on ne

r e s en. 4 ' ^ ^f. 1 c e i n m i e s t in'e ) + 'y :; " !J ". L 7 r + "7 A

,ti 's

v
Oypher
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(it) Atteipt of refugees to enter Paclet±ne is nc-t
i1egap but justified by their national and historic eightt

to National Home and by Mandate. It prevention t f thir
entry which is ill1egal

(v) The monthly quota of 1500 is arbt a d
of legal or moral authority,

( u) nt c p

invi ta tion.to p r u d e u e s to '..laud ~Mpjn M MY 'M i rance" , .nc't iwoulAd amowt to assisting H.MGovernent in violdtio+in of

(vii) The definition of desperate attempit by Jewish
rm ant ofT Nazi persecution to ave thmselves i.n. thei

National. 1Homesas"IIlegl 1rmm:iat trffc" I ; viliften lrto

of most hmntra work of self- rescue by JeY1wish peopleoj

(viii) H.^+. Gornmente's fight againat immigration of
Je-S into Palestine disregare every law of humanity, every

"'"b ligat Ion ur nddate 4a n 4smd emain principl esof eCharter of
United At

(ix) cruel psecution and 'Iril ficatonby da
Power will not break deter motion of refugeestoreturn tc
their Nati onaX Homo

2 Full text of sarteent, which accurately reflect' phrase
£ood Vofmost df Yhu,"r follows by air-mail. I am consideng

DhTh C",e ranffiialre joinder should' be "pubished n an
othe r ation. takn, partionlarly in view of deliberae
falsehood in (i) above At the moent a rejoinder would'only
tend toaggSwrvat e an already highly ch red ai nd.emotioL4+

situation(

30 Jew,,h Pe commen coPinu to be bitter and
speculation as to what will happen when hip eah am
Is coming to fore, with reports ofr e te -,1 / c , ya/ ",7 prm .int ,a .tion .on.thef art"j" ,.
of refugwebs not to disemabark., in Germanyj , whr ii chwere despatched
by pre s men whoc visited A RD PARK shortly before her

w corrupt g , cldOt% '. 25" year,

/C opies
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SAVING.

From the High Commissioner for Palestine.

To the Secretary of State for the Colonies.

C.S. 60341I

f 8 SE P 9J4

Date...........2eth Augu.st 1947.

No.... .93.3.....Saving. PRIORITY.

My telegram No .1614; PRESIDENT WARFI]LD.

Full text of Jewish Agency statement is as follows :s

"The expulsion from Palestine of nerly ..4600 Jewish
victims of the Nazis who, reached the shores of their National
Home in July last, and their forcible deportation' back to
Germany is the latest action in "the. squalid war aguinst.y
the Jews" waged for the -last two years .by.the present British
Government. In order to h e the ugliness, cruelty, and
lawlessness of this act, an Official Communique No. 127, was
published, full of misleading statements.

1. There is rnot a shred of truth in the. assertion that the
refugees refused to land in France "under Zionist threat and -
propaganda. The fact 4ta that the refugees refused to, be
expelled from Palestine and dragged to any ,"her place, in
spite of the threats and propaganda of tehe British Government,
in spite of the fact -that several of the refugees were
wounded and killed on the high seas by British armed forces,
and in spite of the mental and physical torieits, -deliberately
inflicted on them for several weeks in the prison, ships in
order to break their spirit, torments which: included the burning
of Hebrew holy scriptures sent t. the refugees- i France.

2. In order to justify, the expulsion of the refugees.in the
middle of July, His Majesty's Government cite incidents which;.
took place in Palestine in the middle of Augus,t some. attacks by
Arab robbers which had no connection whatsoever with immigration.
There was not a' single Arab in this country who connected these
incidents with. the problem of, immigration, as was done; by
His Majesty's -Gvdrnment in their Communique. It .wga during
these very incidents that public expression was given of the
deep- anxiety of the Arab and Jewish masses to preserve peace
in Palestine, ,as shown by the declarations made by leaders
of both comlauitiesf and by the peace-making meetings of Jews
and Arabs in the quarters where the incidents too C place.

Repudiated Obligations.
3. His Majesty's Government try toj s*ti4f their cruel
action. by stating tht they are "responsible for the maintenance
of law and order in .Palestine." ,W0 regret, to state that it is
His Majesty's Government irho have been- the main-law breakers
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(2).

in Pales-tine since 1939 when they repudiated their obligation

under the Mandata - the only -Gitle for British rule in

Palestine.

4. The attempt of the refugees to enter Palestine was

not an illegal act. They left for Palestine o othe strength

of their national anid. histopic right to their National Home

guaLraBXteed1 in international law under' the Paletine :Mandate.

It is the arbitrary prevention of their entr' into Palestine

by the M-adti4O dsnatory Power .which is- aan- Illegal wt -the

violation f a 'positive obligation under the Mandate.

5 'The moa lyquota of 1,500 .is antireiy arbitrary and devoid

of- anyle mor athritY it is based en the White

Paper of 19 n tradition to he Mandate. Iti not a

change i that quta as 'is Majesty' Governent.claim but

the maintenance of it,. which co*Stitutes a violation of

international law.

B,, Hga. Majesty' a Government are inviting the:Jewish Agency

Go-perneadthe.expelled refugees: to 
land in r.ac8. The

jewih Agency fi n obliged and willing wto .iwrkby alf ens

rtel-t'isont pin the hmplementatioa-.of the Mandate,i. e.*in

facji iatfg~effsWh immigratiofl. int6 '.Palestine,. developing the

Jewish .atiom&i3. Home, but it'. :en under nuo circumstances assist.

His Maj eaty's yGversmernmt in the violationfqthe Mandate.

7,,..The desperate attazpt of .Jewish victIm5 of JasSA, the
small remnant of-6l000 ,0slaughteredreJews.Vioa lnuropO, to save

themselves in their National Home is defined b His Majesty's

Government asillegal em r it traffic dT h U is a t

vilification f theit idaitmna.hwoumanworkfself-
reaeon the prt of the mJewih people.

re is oroMajBt'Government,- in their rComunique, declare that

theyoare "resolutely determined -to combat illegal iam.miga

traf is -by "every. meanls at -their'di5posal." .'Intheir .fight

aaint e* i~h refugees -His Ma e5ty, sGovernmet disregard every

l Tiu epeecto and every obligatio.lunder the Mandate ac well

asi t themaix principles of the Charter of the United Natons,

which ue-afirms faith in rfturdamental 
human rights, in the

dign1A.y ad worth of the human person,; in the equal rights

of men and women, and of nations large and- small,' an

"respect for the obligations arising from treaties and other

soutrosa of .International Law."

g- This eruel persecution 'and .vilification by the mandatory

reslutell -ndterinboreturn to their National Home, to

rebuild it and be rebuilt in it."

,opleo sent to: -

Bo.1 wrlfg Steit+- .. Bto Prie;Minister
No.10 Downing Stre t -- Priate ppeoletaty
Lord President - Pivate 8eoetr
Admiral , _Pzist@ a s 8#otetr

- -First a* ioa'4
. lire. c.B.Dodd.

War O~fO , ' -- Private 8eoreta7
aOfa C.I.G.8.

( (.0.4. ' -'Lt* Col. M.M.CbrteriSo

" M.1.50 - Lt. Col. Prioo.

Air -
-y , Private 8eart17

Chief of Air Staff

Cabinet ts ft1OO -ir .No Brook
CabintffiMr.-T.A.G.Oharl*tn

~ . $ uComna nder vetrshd

Foreign. Office Private 8eretary
P infc- Me. C.WD'uter

"Mr. Beith
MUixietr of Defence-- Private se@ taPr

nDir HenryWilSon Smith
n -- Defenoe Registry

goI. 5. -- Mr. T.A.RobertSOn.
Ministr.of-Transport - Mr. W.araham. .JB.,
Porfign 0)fio (oes.0rch Dept..)- Air' Cosodore K. C.Bus.

4 " " {IonfPoliOy Dep't)- I Ronnioe
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